
1398 [ASSEMBLY.1

is given tu a parent this shall be considered
to be the provision by the Minister of a
satisfactory means of conveyance. A parent
who accepts a driving allowance is thus
brought under the compulsory clause and is
bound to send his children to school every
day, unless there is at reasonable excuse for
the non-attendance, Clause 6 gives the
teachers an appeal board on which they shall
have re]presentation. This refers to case- it]
which teachers for alleged utisconduet or
breach of the icegulations are fined any
amount in excess of 15s.; transferred at their
own exiiense-whieh is a sevcre lpenalty;
reduced to a lower grade--which is an annual
financial loss to the teachers extending per-
haps over many years; or reduced from any
position to a positioni carrying a lower
,salary; or dismissed. The Alinister is now
called upon to decide what the punishment
shall be for disciplinary offences, and his
decision may seriously affect the future wel-
fare of the teacher, wvho has no right of
appeal. It is seldom necessary for mec to
exercise the power T possess in this respect.
But I believe in the principle of an appeal
hoard in cases in which men have permanent
positions under an Act of Parliament. The
Public Service have an appeal hoard; so have
the police, the warders of the Fremantle
prison, and the railway officers and cem-
plorceP5. Tn each case the men hare repre-

sentation on the hoard, aL consideration that
has resulted in a more contented service than
we should otherwise have. Thre constitution
of the board is to be, a police or resident
magistrate as chairman, a representative of
the Director of Eduication to be appointed
b 'y him, and a representative of the teachers.
or his deputy for the time. being onl the
Public Serviic Appeal Board. The Bill is
the result of conferences I have had with the
teachers, who are prepared to accept the
measure. I move-

That tbt' -Bill be no1W Trad a1 second timle.

On motion by Hon. G. Potter, debate ad-

jonurned.

lfonse ad~jolrwed at 6.11 P.M.
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lice SiEAKEI E ook tlie Cihair cit -430
pi111., and1( read prai)ers.

QUESTION- TRAMWAYS, PERTH.

Air. XI A NN asked the IM iter for R ifl-
%k.: v j %,i [.ls hroi-ad ill ' estcrdaV's "West
A uli rnchiar' thie eidenrc of 3 lotornin
Ilailcries arIintrisI Frnser, givelii tir Te Atrhi-
1i-aiPil cumrt coi Turesdlay, ".that seldomi !t
(lily it cdwit he it a tinll 6611 Conig ceitrnedl

in c cllision : that tlce brakes were riot
a.cliis eff'c-tire; ill tact, xerv y ew brakes Oil
Iiricy ears were up--to-date'? 2. Will lie
have it e statement inquired int, aind if thle
position is as stated. wvill he take immediate
stepsv to remedyv it inl order to pi'oteel the
puiblic froml the dannger of serious aeeident?

Tl'le 1lN!rSrRl? FIfO RAIISAVS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The stateicrnt as puiblished
wil nhcvjocl4V incorrect and was1 sub-se-
-ijientir corriped in tliecoulrt.

QUESTION-I.AB SETTLERS, CROP
INSURANCE.

V. LcATHTAM ashncl the 'Minister for
Lands: Vhat are the names of tine unider-
w-riters with whom r e-cntmurances.-Cmrr and
hail risks-nipnn assiszted settlers' crops hare

liecn effected?

The AITNITERl FOR. lANDS replied:
It is no(, ciistoiary For information of this
'iC-;erptron to hie disclosed.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1. Industries Assistance Act Continuccocve.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
2. Royal Agrqiculltull Soecty. V
Tntrohnerl by the Minister for Azr-oul.

hirey.
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J$ILL-ROAD DISTRICTS AOT AMEND-
MENT.

ieport of Ccnniuittee adopted.

L
BILLr-TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-

TION.

Second Reading.

TAE M1INISTER. FOR WORKS (H1on.
A. Mctalluin-South Fremhantle) [4.36] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill Is
to provide for the inspection and regulation
of emaployment iII the timber- industry. It
is ,urprisin- that a measure of this nature
has 1101 found its way to the statute-book
long before this. TChu timb~er industry is
employing perhaps the largest number of
Men. of any industry, at the present time.
Though we have Special legislation Rox-erii-
ig emsployment in other callings, there has
been none for the timber industry. There
is special legislation uinder the Mlines Reg-
lation Act to govern mining, which induistry
is employing only slightly over 3,000 men.
while the timbher industry is emplovin~v
nearl ,y 7,000 men. 1 will not say that em-
ployment in the timber industry is quite so
dangerous as in mining; still it ranks; scond
to miningl in the matter of risks to which
the men are exposed. Statistics of accidents
.and claimis under the Workers' Compensation
Aet show that that is so. This Bill is
framed largely on the Mines Requlation Act.
There is quite an assortment of Acts that
at present govern employment in the timher
industry. They arc the Tnspeetion of Mfach-
imary' Act, the Factories and Shops Act, and
the ilath Act. We pronose to leave the
inspetion of boilers, which requires techni-
cal kuowledre, to the inspector of niarhinerv.
hut the duties of secinz that ordinary safe-
Lilards Are nrovided aroundl dangerous
machinery and of carrvinr out the inspec-
tion that hans been made snasmodicallv and
not frequiently hr inspectors of factories, to-
Lefher with the little if any inspection made
uinder the Health Act are provided for in
this measure. Those duties in future will he
combined and will 'he entrusted to recnlar
inspectors appointel uinder this measure.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yon provide for inspec-
tion of machinery uinder this Bill.

The MVTNTSTER FOR WORKS: Yes. but
not for insrertion of boilers. A man of
technical k-nowledze is renirpid to examnine
a hoilpr. An incpeetor who has; worked in

the thibv industry all his life might
not understand the technicalities of
a boiler. There has been a serious drawback
attached to the inspections of the inspector
of machinery. When he goes to a mill the
boiler is his main objective, and he has to
give notice to the management of his inten-
tion to inspect so that everything might be
in readiness. Consequently the management
always knew when an inspector was ex-
pected, and men in the industry allege- -
whether it is true or not, icannot say-
that on the days the inspector made his
visits safeguards would he provided around
dangerous machinery hut wo~utd disappear
after he had left.

lion. 0. Taylor: Suich guards could not
have been of a very permanent kind.

Tbe MINrISTER FOR WORKS: That i~s
the allegation made by the men.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Mly experience on the
goldfields does not bear that out.

The 3I]NLISTER FOR WORKS: Under
this measure it will be the duty of inspec-
tors to travel around the mills, and there
will be no need for themi to notify the man-
ag-ement of their visits. The inspectors will
be men acquainted with the industry and
they will kinow just where the risk of danger
lies. -Regular inspections will be made.
Though portions of timber mills at present
come under the Shops and Factories Act, it
has been impossible, with the limited staff
available, for inspectors to frequently visit
the mnis. It is more than one man's work to
look after the timber mills, scattered as they
are over so great an area. Consequently the
department have not been able to carry out
more than one inspection a year. Tram-
lines, hush traceks and both mill and bush
landings do not come under the definition
of factory and no inspection of rolling stock
has heen possible. Thus there has been
no proviiion to inspect a section of the in-
dustry that involves risk~ to the employees,
although serious accidents have occurred
owing to faulty tram-lines, faulty rolling
stock and faulty bush landings. Under the
Bill the management will be called upon to
provide safeguards and afford protection
for the men, and T believe it will amply re-
pay will owners to see that such protection
is provided. Undler the 'Workers' Compen-
sation Act they have added responsibilities,
and the little extra expense entailed to pro-
vide safee-nsrds wilt. I believe, be repaid by
a Iesseniu~z of accidents and an increase of
efficiency that the men will display when
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they know they are not exposed to former
dangers.

Mr. George: The tailing of trees cannot
be guarded against.

The MIAS1TER FOR WORKS :No;
and this Bill does not provide for the in-
spection of trees other than the clearing of
them. Under the Bill trees must be cleared
back from the bush tram-lines. Now they
are frequently left growing close to the
lines, which are laid in thick forest. In fact,
they are left too close for safety. The
timber workers at their annual conferences
for many years have urged the introduction
of a Bill of this kind, and 1 do not think it
can be maintained that the measure is be-
fore its time. Indeed, it is long- overdue.
Similar measures exist elsewhere, although
the timber industry is not in every State
dealt wvith in a separate Act. Victoria has
provisions similar to this Bill, but there they
formn part of the Factories Act. For con-
venience sake it is thought better here to
deal with the timher industry in a separate
measure. There is considerable complaint
about the smoke nuisance at mills. It is
stated that the fires burning there the whole
year round create a nuisance1 that the smoke
blows in through the mill and is sometimes
so bad that the sawyers are unable to see
the saws, that the winehman cannot see the
bookman. and that the henchman frequently
has to wait until the smoke lifts before he
can see the pin, the saw, or anything else.

Mr. George: Hlow do these fires come
about?

Miss Holman : In the burning of the
waste timber.

Mlr. George: They do not come into the
maill.

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS : The
smoke nuisance depends upon the direction
in. which the fire chute is situated and upon
Iho way the wind is blowing. Only a day
or two ago I was at a mill and was told
that just as T arr-ired the smonke had cleared
out of the mill.

Hon. (I. Taylor: That was hecanisc von
arrived.

Thet IMNSTER FOR WORKS : No
doubt. There are mills at which the fire-
chute is in the wrong direction, and the re-
sult is that the prevailing winds blow the
smoke through the mill. In such a case
either the fire chute should be removed or
ri " n z-nk Qreen should be erected. The
Bil] proides for the control of insunectors
by an officer already in the Public Service.
Instead of ereatinz at new department it is

proposed here, as in connection with the in-
spection of scaffolding, to place the admin-
h,. in of the measure under the Chief
Inspector of Factories. There are to be
t,.>triet inspectors, and also a workmen's
inspector to be elected by the work-men
themselves. He must, however, be a man
with an intimate knowledge aad a thorough
-l)erienee of the timber industry. His ap-
pointment will he for a period not exceed-
ing two years. His salary, of course, will
be paid -by the State. 'As in the correspond-
ing provision in the Mines Regulation Act,
this Bill proposes that the workmen's in-
-letor must have had not less than five
years' practical experience of the industry.

Hon. G. Taylor:- You are not making any
p~rovision for his payment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : He
:11t be paid in the same way as other in-

V~ectors. The Bill does not lix the salary.
Hon. U. Taylor: Where will you get the

salary?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have

iin my pocket.
Hon. G. Taylor : When you appoint

officers under a Bill, you arrange for their
salaries.

The Premier: Not in the Bill.
The MI1NIST17R FOR WORKS: The

salaries are provided on the Estimates& The
Bill also gives power to appoint a special
inspector in case of technical or scientific
knowledge being required for the investiga-
tion of a big accident, or for soine special
inquiry. In such cases the department
would have powe-r to appoint special inspec-
tors. Tic powers given to the inspectors
grenerally are very siiar to those possessed

by inspectors uinder the Mines Regulation
Act. Prosecutions., however, will be initiated
under the atithority of the officer controlling
the administration of the measure. The maceh-
inery clauses call upon the manager or agent
to afford Facilities for inspection, and re-
quire the keeping of a record book at each
mill. In that hook the inspector is to enter
particulars of each inspection that he makes,
and the book is to be opel] to examination
at reasonable limes by persons interested,
includingz representatives of the employees.
The duties and responsibilities of the man-
agzer in respect of the doe observance of the
provisions of the Bill are also set out. There
is a elau-ine requiring'E notice of accident to he
given to the district inspector, and to the
officer administering the measure. This pro-
vis ion is similar to the corresponding pro-
visions in the MIines Regualation, Taspeption
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of Machinery, and Factories and Shops
Acts. Then there is provision for investiga-
Lion into the cause, or causes, of accidents
causing death or serious bodily injury. The
inquiry is to be made by an industrial mag-
i:,trate, if deemed necessary. There is power
to compel the attendants of witnesses at the
inquiry, and also power for their examina-
tion by a relpresentative of the workers'
union. The Bill prohibits interference with
the place where ain accident has occurred,
except with a view to saving life or pre-
venting further accident, until the place has
been cxamined. The person appointed by a
magistrate to investigate an accident may,
howcver, pcrmit a resumption of work in
cases where such resumption is deemed to
be necessary.

Mfr. George: 'The whole mill might he
stopped for several days.

The MINISTER FOR WNORKS: Power
is given to permit resumption of work, hut
if there is a point in dispute as to the cause
of ain accident which has involved death or
serious bodily injury, it might be desirable
that work should be suspended for a day or
two, -pending the definite establishment of
the cause.

Mr. George: I am not suggesting that
evidence should be done away with; I am
only pointing out that if a man got cut with
a Raw-

The M1Ih[ST ER FOR WORKS: There
would be no suspension for a slight acci-
dent like that, but only for en accident in-
volving death or serious bodily injury.

*Mr. George: A saw might kill a man; it
is no respecter of persons.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
there was a death from such a eause, and it
were argued that the saw was not properly
fixed or had no adequate safeguiards, it
would be far better to'-stop work pending
a thorough investigation, or until permission
to resume work had been obtained from the
industrial magistrate or his, nominee for the
conduct of the inquiry' . This provision is
very similar to the corresponding provision
in the Mines Regulation Act, and, of course,
it will be administered with due -regard to
all the circumstances of each particular ease.
The Bill requires the efficient guarding of
dangerous machinery and appliances, and
the maintenance of the guards in efficient
condition. Further, it requires the provision
of an ambulance, or a stretcher, and a sup-
ply of first aid appliances at mills where
power-driven machinery is used. It also re-

quires a weekly examination of buildings
and plant and machinery by the manager or
by a qualified person appointed by him. Re-
sponsibillty is placed on the workman to see
that the appiiances he uises, and the place in
which he works, are reasonably safe, and to
report anything that be considers unsafe. A
similar provision is contained iii the Mines
Regulation Act. The Bill provides for pro-
cedure to secure compliance with its re-
quireients. The procedure will be by the
service of requisitions specifying detects
and dangers and requiring them to be re-
mnedied. The res;ponsibilities of the owner,
ag-ent, or manager in respect of such requisi-
tions are defined, and provision is made for
appeal against a requisition to an industriaf
mnagistrate if such requisition is objected to.
The Bill prohibits persons having a personal
interest in a timber holding, or concerned in
the management of it, from serving on the
jury at aL coroner's inquest when an accident
has Occurred. Persons interested may, how-
ever, attend the proceedings and examine
witnesses, The district inspector is required
to be present, and the jury may view the
scene of the accident. The Bill also pro-
vides for the making of regulations govern-
ing the matters covered by it, including
dulties of inspectors and methods of inspec-
tion, ventilation of mills and prevention of
dust, sanitary conditions on timber holdings,
safety of machinery, mill gearing and so
forth, safe handling of jockeyed logs, light-
ing of mills, safety of skids and decking,
drainage of tram lines, bush landings, and
other places, smoke screens, prohibition of
emp~loyment of persons unable to speak Eng-
lish in places where such inability would be
a source of danger to others, safety of bush
landings, control of treatment of timber by
powellising or other process dangerous or in-
jurious to health, housing accommodation of
workers, pure water supply, and other neces-
sary purposes. Cppies of regulations must'
be posted up in every mill. Penalties are set
forth in Clause 25. 1 do not think the
measure will need to be urged on the House,
since it is long overdue and refers to an in-
d ustr 'y which employs a great number of
men. Indeed, it is surprising that some such
measure as this has not. been enacted long
ago.

Mr. George: Have you any idea how
many accidents have occurred daring the
last five years?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can
gret that information if the hon. member
desires it, but I have seen statistics showing
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that in point of accidents the timber in-
dustry ranks second to the mining industry.

Mliss Holman: In the office of the Tim-
ber Workers' Union there are statistics of
accidents in the industry.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
timber industry, I repeat, ranks second to the
mining industry for serious and fatal acci-
dents. I saw the statistics some time ago. As
regards minor accidents, very few men enm-
ployed in the timaber industry carry a whole
hand; most of them are minus some of their
fingers. That fact was brought home to me
in the first arbitration case relating to the
timber industry. Not one of the union wit-
nesses had a full hand; and I was told that
this peculiarity was the result of chance and
not of design.

Hon. G. Taylor : It was not stage-
managed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Any man who walks around the mills be-
comnes impressed with the fact that there
are very few timaber workers who have not
lost a finger or two. Now I wish to quote
a few extracts from reports wade by fac-
tory inspectors. These reports give the im-
pressions obtained by the inspectors when
viewing the mills. In quoting I shall not
mention the names of the mills referred to.
One report states-

The housing and hut accommodation at this
mill are bad. The log landing consists of a
log alongside the tine. The logs are rolled on
to this and then on to the ground. Every-
thing at this mill seems to be done with a view
to cheapness and without any regard to the
safety or comfort of the workmen.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Is the mill referred to
a State mill?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I do not
think such a charge could be levelled at any
of the State mills.

Hon. 0. Taylor: In that ease you would
not mention it.

Mr. George: This was probably a very
small mill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
report contains the following- passage-

On the day of inspection it was fairly windy,
and the heat and smoke from the fire chutes
came into the mill. In places where the fires
are close to the mill a screen is, in my opin-

in, necessary, as with the smoke in the eyes
of the operatives the work is rendered more
dangerous than it otherwise might be. The
log landing at this mill is very steep and dan-
gerous, and, as the practice of jockeying logs
is carried on here, accidents may be expected
at any time.

Air. Davy: What is meant by "jockeying"
logs?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
means putting one log on top of two.

Mr, George: I know of a ease where the
logs from the log yard went clean over the
mill. Fortunately no one was hurt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
extract reads-

The mills on this line, as in other parts of
the State, need plenty of roomn for improve-
ment in regard to safe working conditions, in
directions not covered by this or other Acts.
The log landing at . . .. mill is unsafe. It is
too steep a slope, and is in a narrow cutting.
The practice of jockeying logs is carried out
here extensively. The log trucks are the usual
timber mill cannon-buffer bolstered wagon, no
springs or axle boxes. With these wagons, if
anything is run into by them on the line, there
being no springs to take the shock, there is
almost invariably an accident. In proof of
this there is the . . .. mill. There are the ordin-
ary cannon-buffer wagons and float trucks with
spring buffers, axle boxes and flat springs over
the axle boxes. With the spring wagons there
has been only one accident, which the spring
wagons only prevented from having serious con-
sequences. With the other type, accidents have
been fairly numerous.

Another report says-

The mill landing at -.... is also rather steep,
and jockeying of logs is a regular practice.
At . . .. is the most dangerous log landing in
the State. It is very wide and exceptionally
steep. I watched a rake of logs being unloaded;
five sets on the rake had "jockeyed" logs,
and in each instance the three logs were un-
loaded together.

Therein is the grave danger. If they pulled
off the log before pulling out the chocks,
it would he better. The report continues-

The logs after leaving the trucks, rolled
down the landing at a terrific speed, and
jumped at least a foot in the air on hitting
any small obstruction. One man was killed
on this landing some years ago, and I was
told that there have hera several narrow es-
capes.

Of course that does not apply at every mill
as the following report will show:-

As an instance of conditions existing at an-
other mill, the landing, is perfectly safe and
definite orders are given here that "jockey-
ing,'' wherever reasonably possible, is to be
avoided, and when a log is jockeyed the top
log is to he unloaded first and before the chocks
are out. The majority of the log trucks at
this mill arc sprung.

Hon. members will see that there are some
mills -where the managers are adopting
methods affording- protection to workers,. so
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as to prevent accidents. A further relport
states-

A fatal accident happened to a bookman of
over 20 years' experience, Hie was unloading
a rake of logs at about 4.15 p.m. on the 5th
November, 1925, at a certain mill. As I was in
the vicinity I visited the will next day and
ascertained that the mill landing is fairly
steep, and that the space between the skids
is ffiled up, leaving no space for a hookmn
to get away if a log should roll after the
chocks were knocked away. It appears that
a set of trucks was being worked and contained
fer logs, three on the bottom of the trucks, and
one on top or" 'jockeyed.'' The chocks had been

knockdout safely, and preparation was made
tunodthe four logs together, the rope from

the winch being thrown round the four logs.
and, the hook driven into the bottom log at the
bottom of the truck from the landing. The
hack log rolled, and the hook flew out; the log
the hook was in, and the jockey, reared in the
air; the jockey rolled back nl jambed the
unfortunate worka.r against the back of the
cutting. Bo died within two minuteli as a re-
suilt of internal injuries, the log lying across
the middle of his body.

Mr. George: How long ago was that?
The )ItN]ISTER FOR WORKS: In Nov-

ember, 1925.

TAr. George: I cannot understand that,
because the machinery inspectors were at
work at that time.

Trhe ]KNISTER FOR WORKS: I have
already pointed out that, without desirinv
to reflect upon the inspectors at all, the in-
spection of machinery is at farce. The in-
spectors have to notify the managers before-
hand that they intend to ispect the boilers.
They pay p~articular attention to the boilers
and have not paid much regard to anything
else.

Mr. George: That has not been my ex-
perience.

Ino MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
hen the experience of the great bulk of the
men engaged in the industry. Another ie-
pIt Says-

At this mill it is the practice to store a large
quantity of logs on a spare landing at the back
of the mill landing, and these logs are piled up
to a height of about 12 feet. The manager
admitted that it would require a very ex-
perienced an to remove those logs, but he
did not consider ifi dangerous. This is also
thie practice at .. ..... and is in my opinione
dangerous. If once the logs got away, nothing
would stop them, and it is almost certain that
serious accidents would follow.

Then is no law at present to provide against
such conditions. These matters do not come
within the scope of the inspection of machin-
ery, factories or health lawvs. A Bill of
this description is absolutely essential.

-Mr. George: The mill at which the ]ogs
were piled up l2ft. high must have been a
big one.

The KI-NISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
probably that was at one of the bigger mills.
I do not think it can be said that the Bill
will inflict hardships up)on the timber in-
dustry. It will not call for any -reat ex-
penditure. It merely provides for measures
for the protection and safety of the men
engaged in the industry and is essential, con-
sidering that so many men are employed
in the timber industry. Those men are at
work far away in the bush and very often
are many miles away from medical aid.
They are away from hospital conveniences
and, in fact, from doctors as well. I think
we are warranted in legislating for the pro-
tection of the wvorkers, without inflicting
hardships upon industry.

Mr. George: No one will deny that protec-
tion should be afforded.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the House will agree with that contention.
We have not gone beyond the scope of the
Mines Regulation Act in framing the Bill.
In fact it follows that legislation closely
and is similar to the provisions in the Vic-
torian Shops and Factories Act where they
relate to the timber industry. I do not think
it can he held that the Government have
gone too far. As I have already pointed
out, the measure is long overdue. There
should not be much objection to the passage
of the Bill and I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mfr. George, debate ad-
Mourned.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Stamip Act Amendment.

- 2, Supply Bill (No. 3), £1,363,500.

Without amendment.

BILL-ROADS CLOSURE.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
AV. C. Anz-in-North-Ea~t Fremantle)
F5.8] in nloviIg the second reading said:
The W1ll is a short one. It applies to three
districts onlyv. Bon. members who have
visited Albany are aware that in Stirling
Tori-ace there al-c gardens opposite the main
business premises and] at the rear of the
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railway station, It appears that the
gardens were formed upon portion of what
was a declared public road. The AlbanNx
Municipal Council desires that the road
should he closed regarding- those portions
upon which the gardens have been estab-
lished. The council asks that it should be
made a Clasa A reserve and thus be kept
for the purposes of parks and gardens for
all time. The officers of the department
have made the necessary surveys and see
no objection to the reser ve bein g declared.
Action cannot be taken, however, wvithout
the approval of P-arliamnent; hence the in-
clusion of this provision in the Bill. Then
again the Perth City Council has pur-chased
an area of land at Victoria P-ark for the
purpose of forming a recreation round.
As the area is divided by' portion of Willis-
street, it is desired that that portion of the
street shall be closed and included in the
recreation ground. There is no objection to
the land being used for recreation purposes
and if in future any additional road access
is necessary, it can be provided along the
northern boundary of the reserve. At East
Perth also the City Council has some land
to be developed for recreation purposes. At
present part of it is used as a rubbish
depot, hut part of Swan-road runs through
the area. It is necessary for that portion
of the road to be closed in order that a
proper recreation ground may he estab-
lished. That is all that the Bill deals wvith
and bon. members can see the lithos dealing
with the propositions. There is one small
matter I overlooked in regard to the
Alban~y proposal. Three small areas there
are al'so dealt with. On one a returned
soldiers' memorial has been established at
the comner of York-street and Peel's Place,
while there are also two small gardens at
the corners of fluke-street and Frederick-
street where they enter Peel's Place. These
are also to be included within the scope of
the Bill. I move-

That tbe Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by I-on. G. Taylor, debate
adjourned.

BILL-RESERVES (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE bUNISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. A ngwin-Northi-East Fremantle)
[5.12] in moving the second reading said:
This Bill deals with an alteration of re-
serves, none of wvhich are Class A reserves.

The V'ictoria District Turf Club) desires to
sublease the (leraldton racecourse to the
local golf club fur a. period of 21 years. The
prioposalI has been pla1ced befCore the de-
partmental officials and no objection is
raised to grantinlg the powers asked for.
The powecrs are to be conditional upon
provision being miade in the lease, w~hich
will hocve to be subnmi tted to the department
for approval. that( at least once a year the
course can be used for racing purposes if
sO desiredJ. There i, a race club there and
rapes a ie held atI in frequent intervals luri
ing the year.

Hon. G. 'Taylor: How many race meet-
ings are held a year?

The Minister for Railways Three or
four.

The MITNISTER FOR? LANDS: At anyv
rate, the racecourse will be considerably
improved as the result of the subleasing of
the ground to the golf club.

Hon. G. Tayvlor: Will it still be a Class
A reserve!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is not
a Class A reserve. It was land granted to
the race club for a special purpose and that
purpose cannot he altered without the con-
sent of Parliament. The Bill also provides
for a change in the purposes for which the
Newcastle Pace Club secured their land.
It appears that the racecourse is held in
the names of Mfessrs. B. D. Clarkson. B.
Connor and J. Fl. Phillips for the purposes
of the Newcastle Race Club for a period of
99 years. dating from the lst October, 1901.
Owing to the northern portion of the race-
course being severed by' a public road, the
trustees desire to surrender that portion of
the land that is north of the road in order
that the area may be granted to MrT. C. J.
Lloyd, who is the chatirman of the Toodvay
Race Clnb. The land will be handed to him
in exchanLe for about two acres of Mr.
Lloyd 's property' which is fenced in as part
of the racecourse and on which, with the
owner's permission, there has been erected
a grandstand. Hon. memhers will see the
position regarding this and the former mat-
ter on the lithos. The Newcastle Race Club
have been using Mr. Lloyd's land for some
time. The Bill will anth~orise the transfer.
The Bill also pronoses to 'grant permission
to the Marble Bar Road Board to lease for
pastoral purposes portion or the whole of
the town common. Some years azo the
Marble Bar Board improved this land, pro-
vidincr fencing and water supply. and now
to-day they cannot get nffidient revenue to
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enable them to meet the interest and other
charges on the loan they raised for the im-
proving of the reserve. Mlotor cars are
coining into use so much that the reserve
is not utilised to the same extent as was the
ease previously. Ample provision will be
made for thle requiremients of the general
public. The department has no power to
allow the road board to lease the common.'
The proposal has been referred to the _klines
Department, and the department has raised
no ohjection. However, it eannot he carried
out wvithout the permission of Parliament.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by lon. C0. Taylor. debate
adjourned.

BILL-SHEARERS' ACCOMMODATION

ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, ILeCallum-South Fremantle) 15.161 in
moving the second reading said: The Bill is
to bring the Act of 1012 up to date. As a
matter of fact, the Act has been a dea
letter, for it has been found impossible to
give effect to it.

Mr. Tesdale: It has been carried out
fairly well in the North.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not mean to say that the pastoralists have
not lived tip to its conditions in mnany ways.
Wlu.'n in the North recently, I saw on some
stations fine accommodation for shearers, al-
though on other stations the accommodation
ws not up to the standard required by the
Act. Quite early in the piece it was found
imipossibhle to enforce the Act, owing to the
enormous areas to be covered and to the
enormous expense that would be involved if
the provisions of the Act were insisted upon.
That has been put uip to each successive
Minister since the passing of the Act, Al-
though the Act wav passed in 1912, it did
not come into operation until 19Y14. It was
introduced by a private member. Mr. M.Nc-
Donald, then member for Gascoyne, and was
passedl by another place in a mnodided form,
on the 7th .January, 1915. the Chief Tn-
qpector of Factories wrote to the then Minis-
ter as, follows-

With reference to the administration of the
Shearers' Accommodation Act, 1912. 1 have
to report, for the information of the Tron. Mr.
Dodd, baring on the 6ith instant iaterviewed

the Solicitor General, Mr. Sa6yer, and as a
result beg to state that in my opinion the Act
as it stands is unworkable, and the enforce-
meat of its provisions at a reasonable cost to
the department practically impossible for the
undermentioned reasons:-

1. Before the provisions of the Act can be
applied to any shearing shed, the inspector
must bare evidence that eight or more shenrers
are employed.

2 . Upon being satisfied that the Act ap-
plies, the inspector must ascertain by inspec-
tion in what respects the Act has not been com-
plied with; he must then notify the employer
in writing, directing him within a time men-
tioned in the notice to comnply with the ro-
quireuten Is. The notice must be served person-
ally or be left at the employer's residence.
This notice in not an order, and the employer
is not compelled to obey it.

3. On the expiration of the time mentioned
in the notice, a second inspection must he
made to ascertain whether the notice has been
complied with

4. If the employer fails to comply with the
terms of the notice in the time stated, the in-
spector must then apply to two justices to make
an order on the employer to comply with such
requirements, under Section 13. The justices
may order the employer to comply with the
requirements, and may specify- what things
shall be done, and the time within which the
order shall be carried out, or they may dismiss
the complaint, and no order for costs shall be
made against an employer unless he has failed
for an unreasonbie time to comply with a
notice. "Unreasonable" is not defined, and it
is at the discretion of the justices to say what
is an unreasonable length of time.

Should the justices make an order, a third
inspection must be made on the expiry of such
order, to ascertain whether it has been com-
plied with, and if not the inspector must then
prosecute the employer a second time for non-
compliance with the order of the court, and
on conviction a penalty not exceeding £10 may
then be imposed. It will be seen from the
foregoing that the cost both in money and the
time of inspectors to secure the enforcement
of the Act will be very great indeed, and I
would suggest that the question of amending
the Act in snch manner as to make it work-
able receive consideration.

That was 11 years ago. Yet no attempt
has been made to amend the Act and it has
remained practically a dead letter although,

Ts have said, I saw, particularly on the
Murehison and on the lower Gascoyne, some
very- fine accommodation for shearers. How-
ever, at one shearing station I came through,
the manager was good enough while I was
there to allow the men to meet me. They
strongly urged upon me that the Act should
he amended at the earliest opportunity.
Mhile they were satisfied with the accom-

modation at the station on which they then
were. the.,y had come through accommodation
on another station which, in their own
words, was not fit for dogs. I did not see
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the place they mentioned, but they were' em-
pharic in saying that a dog should not be
called up on to live in such accommodation.
We are now taking steps to make the Act
workable. Members will agree that, in view
of all the circumlocution provided in the ex-
isting Act, it would cost a mint of money
to enforce that Act, It is not much wonder
that it has remained a dead letter.

Mr. Teesdale: Up North the police ad-
minister it.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: 'That is
so. No inspector has been sent up there,
and the administration of the Act has been
left entirely to the police.

Mr. Mann,: They ought to be capable
of admninistering it.

The INIST1TER FOR WVORKCS. I
should be prep~ared to leave the general in-
spection co the police, althouigh I think it
mig-ht be more satisfactorily done by a man
with a proper knowledge of ventilation,
lighting, and conditions of hygiene, a man
such as would be selected as an inspector
of factories. Sections 12 and 13 of the Act
are those referred to as being very difficult
of working. Unider the Bill they will be
repealed. If the Hill passes it will not be
necessary to make the three visits prescribed
by the existing Act. Power is given to the
insjpector to notif 'y the owner when he has
reason to believe that the requirements of
the Act are not being complied with and
to direct that they be complied with within
a given time. At the expiration of that time
a second inspection will be necessary to as-
certain whether the terms of the Act have
been complied with. If they have not, the
inspector my then require the owvner to ap-
pear before a magistrate. The existing Act
applies only' to shearing sheds where eight
or more shearers are employed and it
operates only while the shearers are actu-
ally at work. No powver is given to inspect
or to order things to be done when shearers
are not actually employed. In the days
when the Act was passed there was
not the extent of machine shearing that
there is to-day- What eight men would
do in those days can now he done by
two or three. So there is no reason why
the number of shearers should be fixed at
eight. A further point: to require that the
inspeptor should visit all the sheds and be
there when shearitng is in operation is utterly
impracticable. The inspector could not get
around all Western Australia during shear-
iniz time, except at enormous cost. We are
deleting the provision that limits the number

of shearers. The Act will then apply to
sheds in which shearers are employed, ir-
respective of their number. But so that no
undue hardship shall be imposed on the
small pastoralist, provision is made that the
Act shall not apply to sheds where less than
1,000 sheep are shorn in one season. That
basis is a much more satisfactory one than
the number of shearers. Up North I saw
sheds fixed wtih 20 stands, but employing
only eight or nine shecarers. Had the pas-
toralists so desired, it wvas quite easy to
dodge the Act by knocking off one shearer
arid employing only seven, thus making the
season spin out a little longer.

lion. G. Taylor: It would increase their
expenses.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Still, it
must pay them in some respects, for one
shed I visited had 20 stands, Yet employed
only eigpht shearers.

Mr. Davy: Perhaps in consequence of a
drought.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
true they had not as many sheep as in pre-
viouIs seasons.

Mr. Lamend: Was that in Kimberleyq
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Mr. Mann; Is there any evidence that the

pastoralists have wilfully attempted to evade
the Aet

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well,
as I have said, a number of shearers, speak-
ing before their then employer, told us that
on another station they were asked to sleep
in a place where, to use their own words-
no dog should be asked to sleep..

Mr. M'ann: Is that an isolated case?
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;

there is up there a number of sheds that do
not provide decent accommodation, altihough
T am perfectly willing to admit that at
other sheds the thing is done really well.
The definition of employer is altered. We
are substituting the word "owner" for
"master." The word "master" is a relic of
the past, and yet it exists in our law. The
employer is called the master.

Mr. Davy: Do you not like that?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That

word should not be-left in.
The Premier: For the reason that in

these days he is not the master.
Mr. Davy; The word "owner" will have

the same connotation in due course, and you
will have to change that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The.
word has a nasty ring about it.
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Mr. Davy: It is like the change from
Eurasian to Anglo-Indian. The latter term
is just as offensive now as the word
Eurasian used to be.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An
Eurasian is a crossbred.

Mr. lDavy: So is the Anglo-Indian,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Not

at all. Ain Eurasian is half one thing and
half another.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think that
affeeth the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
I was in Ceylon I found there was no com-
parison between the two terms. There is,
therefore, this widening of the definition of
employer, which will also mean the co-n-
tractor. Over 90 per cent. of the shearing
in Western Australia is done by a contractor
and not by the owner. The contractor takes
a number of sheds, and engages men to do
a round, and places an overseer in charge
of each gang. The contractor may have a
number of gangs. This definition will also
include the owner, the contractor and the
overseer. Clause: 4 requires that in the
accommodation erected after the commence-
ment of the Act, compartments to accom-
modate not more than two persons shall he
provided. The Act provides that a com-
partment. shall aceommmodate not more
than four wersons- It is proposed that these
condition: shall remain operative in respect
of accomnmodation' already provided, and
that the new condition shall apply' only to
accommodation to be erected in the future.
The proi'nsed conditions operate in Queens-
1and undIer the Wotri' Accomimodation
Act, 1915. T was hesitatiur' whether to in-
clude in the Bill a provision that the exist-
inZ accommiodation shamd he brought up to
this standard within a given period, say a
year or two.

H-on. Sir James Mitchell: Did we not by
law fix the accommodation at four?9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
has been inoperative. It was passed in 1912.
Every succeeding Minister has been asked
by the department to alter the Act, on the
round that it could not be enforced.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We said cer-
tain buildings must be put up.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I sup-
pose it will come to four eventually, but this
Bill is asking for two. Provision is made
for not Tess than 480 cubic feet of air space
to be allowed for each person in each sleep-
ing compartment in the buildings that arc
to he erected in future. This provision is

140",

similar to one existing in Queensland. Oar
Act provides for 360 cubic feet par person.
The provision for 480 cubic feet will mean
that for every two persons a room will be
required approximately measuring 10 ft. by
10. I do not think we are asking too Much
,% hen we say that two men shall have that
amount of room. Some men go into tents
8f t. by l0ft., accommodation that is occa-
sionally used by two men, but it is altogether
too small On any of our constructional
work we have tents for two men l0ft. by
12. We are not asking too much in this
case, although we are increasing the area.
'Iiiis is bringing the matter into line with
the standards set in the other States. We
are prohibiting the storage of food in rooms
used for sleeping accommodation, and, un-
less permitted by the regulations, in any
particular class of cases, it will he required
that the kitchen shall be separate and apart
from the sleeping room. The Act prohibits
the cooking or serving of meals in the sleep-
ing accommodation, but does not prohibit
the storage of food in the sleeping accom-
modation. This Bill will make that illegal.
Similar provisions are found in the New
South Wales and Queensland Acts.

9z. Mann: It could not hurt to have
tinned stuff stacked in a room.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
better that alt food should he kept right
away from the sleeping accommodation.
The Bill nrquires the provision of sufficient
light, including artificial illumination, and
Qtffcient ventilation in each sleeping, or
dining- room and kitchen, and also requires
the cleansing-, fumigation or disinfection of
the rooms at least once a year. The Act
provides for the lighbtingo and ventilation of
the sleepingo and dining rooms, but excludes
the kitchen. It does not provide for.* any
annual cleaning or disinfecting. There is
no provision in the existing law for artificial
illumination. This clause merely brings the
itoidibiois into line with those existing in
the other States. Although our existing law
requires the sleeping and dining rooms to
be suitably floored, no provision is made
for the flooring of the kitchen. I do not
know why the kitchen was left out.

Hon. Sir James M3itchell: The kitchens
are usually'N floored with flags.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
would be termed flooring-.

'Mr. Thomson: Cannot some provision be
made for Brussels carpets?

Hon. 0. Taylor: They would want
linoleum first.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
Bill also provides for the supply of fly-
proof safes in the dining-room and the
kitchen, and for proper drainage, and for
temporary accommodation where buildings
erected for that purpose have been rendered
unfit for habitation by reason of fire, the
outbreak of disease, or any similar cause,
or where the premises have been newly es-
tablIished, and there has not been sufficient
time in which to erect new buildings. These
provisions are similar to those existing in
the other States, but have not been inserted
in our own AeL. It is proposed that the
inspector shall have the right to inspect
premises at any time during the year, and
that his authority shall not be confined
mnerely to the time when shearing is in pro-
gress. It would be impossible for the in-
spector to cover the whole State during that
limited period. The Act provides that
three days' notice shall be gjven when
it is proposed to start shearing. This
period was found to he useless, because of
the big distances to be covered in Western
Australia. It is proposed to extend this
notice to one week. Another provision
empowers the inspector to serve on the
owner a notice to enforce the requirements
of the Act at any shearing shed, although
the shearers may not be actually employed
at the time of inspection. It permits of a
penalty not exceeding £25 to be imposed
for non-comipliance with the order of an
inspector, or for other specified offenees.
Section 13 of the Act is repealed by a clause
that empowers a police or resident magis-
trate, in cases where an owner refuses or
neglects to comply with an order, or any
part of an order of an inspector, to direct
the inspector to carry out the work at the
expense of the owner. That provision js
conlained in the Queensland Act. After a
case has heen brought before the magi-
strate of an owner who has no t complied
with) such an order, the magimstrate can
direct the inspector to earn' out the altera-
tions, and the owuer wi]I be charged wiflh
the cost, and the expenditure shalt ben
charge upon the property. The penalties
have beeni incr-eased from LIS) to £50, which
is the maximum. It is also provided that
proccedin-zrs for oftenves shall be beard by
a police or resident magistrate. It is not
considered desirable that justice-s shouilrl
hear these cases-, because they are fre-
firdntly either station owners or managers,
or the friends uf station owners or
managers. It is not reasonable they should

be asked to deal with cases of this kind.
It is set out that the cases shall be heard
by a magistrate.

Rlon, Sir James Mitchell: All justices of
the peace are not squatters.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: In the
North nearly alt the justices are squatters-
Any taint of suispicion should be altogether
removed. The House should readily concur
in the view that this amending Bill is long
overdue. The files of the department show
that since 1915, the year after the existing
Act came into operation, every Minister
who has had control of this legislation hab
had his attention directed to the necessity
for an amtendment. The officers in charge
have pointed out that the Act cannot be
enforced without involving enormous east
and a great deal of the time of the inspec-
tors. In consequence the law has remtained
a dead letter, and has not been enforceable.
The police have occasionally made inspec-
tions, but at no time has an inspector, with
a knowledge of the conditions which apply
in the way of hygienic and sanitary pro-
visions to every industry, ever been sent to
these places. There is nothing suggested in
the Bill that does not exist elsewhere. I t
cannot be held that we arc penalising the
new settler or the small farmer because,
uip to a holding of 1,000 sheep, such person
is exempt. I have met many pastoralists
who were must anxious that I should see
the aceonmmodation they afforded. They
showed me round willingly, and at a num-
ber of places everything was in first-class
order. I saw one or two places, however,
where there was room for improvement.

Ron. 0. Taylor: But which would havo
been first class accommodation in my day.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Wonder-
ful strides have been made in the last 25

-rears. That whvich brought about the first
Shearers' Accommodation Act in Australia
was the fact that the pastoralists used to
argue that, because shearers were engaged
for only a week or two, pastoralists could
not be called upon to make special provi-
sion, or to incur any expense in providing
accommodation for them. That day has
long since gone. It is now recognised that
the shearer is part of the show. He is the
man that counts. While he is on the Job
he works hard. Never in my life have I
seen men workinz so hard as thq shearers
in the North.

Hlon. Cr. Tay' lor: It is piece work.
The ININSTER FOR WORKS: Not in

the ease of everyone in the shed. All hands



[14 OcToBER, 1926.1 40

have to keep pace with the shearer. While
he is at work he does work. He certainily
stops work occasionally, has his smoke-ohi
aiid morning tea anid other spells, hut while
lie is on the lob lie work,, harder than anyv
man T know of. That is recog-nised by
pastora lists in general.

2r. Anurekf: It is a pity the men on the
roads do not work -;o hard.

The MINI1STER FORt WORKS : They
have a miore, constant job than the shenrer;.
who have lonr tells between their jobs.
They c ould not keep up this pace all the
year round, or- even for eight hours on end.
l defy the best of them to work at that
pace for eight hours.

Mr. Angelo: I should gt lumbago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the lion, member would get to the under-
taker.

Ilon, 0. Taylor: I rni afraid he would
g-et the sack.

'Mr. Lambert: A little of it would do him
ranch good.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : These
men are entitled to this aecominnodation.
They' are called upon to do most strenuous
and important wvork.- This industry has
nint a lot to Western Australia, and will
miean more to it as the years go by. When
theze men have to toil so hard, travel so
many miles, and work under- such try' ing
climatic conditions;. we shouild see that
decent accommodation is given to them.
We are not going to any extremes: indeed,
I ami rather surprised at my own modera-
tion in the framing of the Bill. I am
anxiouIs that the accommodation for
shearers should be put on something like
a decent footing, and that there should be
secured for them a recognised standard of
accommodation. I move-

That the Bill be DOW read a second time.

On motion by * Hon. Sir James Mlitchiell,
debate adjourned.

AINNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.

In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 7th October on
the Treasurer's Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates; 'Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £1,555:

MR. THOMSON (Katanuing) [6.47]: 1
noticed by the Press recently that the Pre-
mier hod attained his political majority. I
wish to congratulate him on having reached
the years of discretion so far as politics are
concerned.

M1r. -Mann: He has been speaking very

nie yaout you, too, lately.
M1r. THOMNSON.\: The Premier is it a

very foirtunate arid unique position. He
has introduced his third Budget and had the
pleasure of torec-asting a fairly substantial
surplus. I do not propose to delve very ex-
tensivel y into figrure:;. That has been dlone
by the Premier and by the Leader of the
Opposition. We were very fortunate in the
last financial year from the revenue point
of view, iii having an increase of £420,720
over the total for the previous year. This
was made up of lud tax £91,963, income
tax £87,702, dividend duty £28,428, and
stampl duty, probate duty, timber fees, de-
partmental revenue anid revenue from other
sources, waking, up the total that I quoted.
There was a decrease in revenue under two
headings, namely, railways £16,868 and Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust £15,000. The Pre-
mier stated that the reason why his estimate
bad not been realised in respect of those two
departments was because the harvest did not
comie up) to expectations. It is quite a comn-
mon practice in this House to say that the
Railway Depirtment is sh~owing a loss on
the carriage of wheat. I am sorry the mem-
ber- for Freimantle (Mr. Sleernan) is not in
his place, because I would have liked to draw
his attention to the statement by the Premier
that he regretted the Fremantle Harbour
Trust revenue fell short of the estimate
by £15,000. The Premier aidded that that
was due principally to the reduced harvest.
This year, according to the Estimates, we
arc to have increases in revenue as follows:
-Land tax £9,170, dividend duty £24,106.
stamp duty £18.59a timber £7,010, depart-
mental £91,5.52, Commonwealth £.568,493,
trading concerns £13,254, and public utilities
£C413,573. The receipts from ithe public
uztilities it is expected will be increased by
additional railway earnings, as the -result of
the hig harnest that is anticipated. 'When
one analysesR the figures. the only conclusion
that can be arrived ait is that lest year's in-
crease was stupendous. This year, exclusive'
of the Federal grant, it is estimated that the
increas e in our revenue will be £C577,266.
The Treasurer anticipates that the total re-
venue collected will be £9,791,611, or an
averna's of £26 s. per head of the popunla-
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tion. That shows what a wonderfully pros- be spcut. 21r. N. K eenau, ]LC., was ap-
permUS country Western Australia must be.
It is undoubtedly a good country for people
to come to if they are willing to work. Our
net indebtedness has increased. in 1924 it
w'as £148 per head. At the present time it
is £C158, or an increase of £10 per head of
population. So long as that money is wisely
expended, and so long as we continue to
develop our lands in the way we are doing,
we have nothing to fear. If we continue to
pursue our policy of laud settlement,
I feel convinced that it will be possible
to budget in years to come for a con-
tinuance of surpluses. That is certainly
a happy position for the Treasurer to
be in. Nevertheless, when we come to
analyse the position, we cannot but arrive at,
the conclusion that the good things that are
coming to the State out of the present Bud-
get are due principally to the financial as-
sistance being rendered by the Bruce-Page
Government. The reduction of 33-1/3 per
cent, in the income tax has been rendered
possible by the Federal rant. We have had
£U353,112, and for 1926-27 £21.2,812, or a
total of £E565,924, and the Premier proposes
to distribute it as follows:-He intends to
give to the gold mining industry £166,924.
I am in entire agreement with that. Then
£200,000 is to go towards the income tax
reduction. That gives a total of £C365,924,
leaving appoxidfately £2900,000 which the
Premier proposes to take into Consolidated
Revenue, with a view to the extinction of the
unfunded deficit, and for the purchase of
Treasury bonds. Personally, I do not ap-
prove of that. The Premier stated that as
the grant was made to cover disabilities suf-
fered by the State, he considered that his
proposed method of. distributing it was
sound. I trust it widll not be expended as
Cabinet will decide and that Parliament will
be allowed to determine the method. I hope
to be able to prove to the House that this
sum of money should be expended in a cer-
tain direction. I propose to deal with the
Federal great and the reasons that led up to
its being given to the State. We know that
after repeated requests, and continued agi-
tation by the people of Western Australia,
and by the Federal members, the Federal
Governmuent appointed a Royal Commission
to investig-ate the diqabilities of the State.
The State Government appointed a commit-
tee representing all sections of thought, to
prepare Western Australia's ease. I have
made this statement before, but I am going
to repeat it to show how the £200,000 should

pointed chairman of that committee. The
primary producers were requested to sub-
mut the name of a representative to sit on
the committee, and they chose Mr. Teas-
plale. WVhen the first meetings of the com-
mittee took place this gentleman stated
that Western Australia was suffering
grievously from the effects of the tariff.
Mr. Keenan said that was not in accordance
with the request, because all the States of
Australia were subject to the same tariff
and therefore Western Australia could not
claim to be suffering special disabilities from
the high tariff. Air. Teesdale resigned and
a conuittee were appointed by the Primary
Producers' Association to prepare evidence
from their point of view. 1 say without fear
of contradiction that the case presented to
the Commission by the primary producers,
throug-h the then secretary, Mr. Carroll, was
the factor that influenced the Royal Com-
mission in framing their recommendation
and "'as one of the main reasons that led
to our receiving a special grant.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not think
you can say that, seeing that scores of wit-
nesses gave evidence before the Commission.

Mr. THOMSON: I am entitled to state
my opinion. I consider that the case pre-
sented in behalf of the primary producers
led to that recommendation, and before I
bare finished I shall prove it.

Hon. G. Taylor: V on will find it difficult
to do that.

The Mtinister for Lands: Y'ou might do it
to Your aim satisfaction.

The Minister for Justice: Have vou ever
heard of a man called Bill Adams?

Mr. THOMSON: The Chairmnan of the
Commission (Mr. W. G. Higgs) and Mr.
Entwistle concluded that whatever benefit
the policy of protection may have conferred
on the other States of Australia, it had not
benefited Western Australia, that it was im-
possible to give the primary producers of
Western Australia relief by way of reduced
Customs ditties without injuring the second-
ary industries of the Eastern States, and
that the oaNy effective means of removing
the ehief disabilityv was to restore to the
State for a period of years the absolute
control of its own Customs and Excise.

The Minister for Lands: You know it is
iPrto5s'ihle to cret that.

Yr. THOVSON: The Premier said the
Pfle'-al _ rnnt was made to the State mainly

to cov-er the financial disabilities suiffered byv
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the State. From the I'reiniers viewpoint
that might be correct, but I do not think it
was that consideration which animated the
Royal Commission when they framed their
report.

The Premier: [f protection has operated
detrimentally to primary producers, it ha-
affected the State financially. That is what
I meant.

Mr. THOMUSON: f do not intend to argue
the question fromn that standpoint. I shall
give reasons why I consider that £200,000
should not lie utilised in the manner 6u-
gested by the Premier. I trust that Parlia-
ment will agree to its beingl expended in an-
other direction, and 1 hope I shall Ibe able
to convince the Premier that ia the interests,
of the State and of the people who are tf
fering the greatest disabilities, it should be
expended in another way.

The Premier: Yon are placing onl my
words a very restricted mecaning. When I
sIpoke of the financial disabilities of thle
State, my remarks covered the disabilities
of the primary prod ucers from protection
as well as every avenue of trade.

Mr. THOMSON: That may be the inten-
Lion of the Premier, hut the grant is not
being applied to mitigate those disabilities.
Paragraph 1 of the Royal Commission's re-
port states-

As soon as possible after our appointment,
we assembled in Melbourne for the purpose ofi
considering the necessary arrangements for
the conduct of our inquiry. The first matter
which engaged our attention was the scope of
the investigation as defined by our commis-
sion. A literal reading of the terms of in-
quiry might suggest that the wily subject of
inquiry was the financial effect of Federation
upon the State of Western Australia, as re-
presented by its Executive Government. We
realise, however, that such an interpretation,
even if possibly justified by the letter of our
rommisssion, would fail to give effect to its
spirit and intention. We therefore interpreted
the term "State" to mean not only the or-
ganised and responsible State Government,
but also the people of the State, whether con-
cernedf as individuals or as collective bodies,
corporate Or otherwise.

Thus the Commission directed their inquir-
ies not merely to the disabilities suffered by
the State, but to the disabilities suffered by
individuals consequent upon the tariff.

The Minister for Lands: Everyone has to
pay the tariff imposts.

Mr. THOMSON: I shall show that the
primary- producers are paying more than

their share. lil;iias-raph 123 of the report
reads-

.%r. Carroll submitted a return showing the
approxinmate cost of equipping a 1,000-acre
mixed farm with a minimum equipment of
macihin~ery, implements and fencing material
in 1901 and the cost of an equivalent equip-
ment to-day, tougether with a comparison of
tlit Customs duties imposed on agricultural
,iau-hinery' , etc., at the two periods named,
showing that the equipment in 1901 would
cost £569 35. and the cost for the same farm
in 1025 would be £E1,188 17s. M1r. Carroll
said-" The Western Australian Primary Pro.
lucers IAssociation is of opinion that the

greatest benefit which, could accrue would be
the remnoval of the duties that retard produe-
tin or, alternatively, the re-possession of their
own Customs Hous."

1kwe is the opinion of one of whom the
liuvader of' the Opposition used to take great
notice-Mr. J1. C. Mlorrison, journalist, since
dleceased:

Our real ill is the tariff, and I say this, at-
though I am not a freetrader; I say it because
it operates with peculiar harshness to us under
the Federal system. We get all the clisadvan-
tages and nione of the advantages of the pro-
tective policy. Call a remedy be applied? Yes,
ain annual special Federal grant of a sufficient
amoun11t, or the restoration to os, over a period
of years, of control over our Customs and
Excise, with the right to impose duties upon
products of the other States.

The majority opinion of the Commission was
a1s follows:-

Your Commission is of opinion that if the
State of Western Australia had not joined the
Federation that State might -have imposed
Customs duties partly protective and partly
revenue producing, and derived advantage
therefrom; that having Joined the Federation,
whatever benefits the Commonwealth protec-
tionist policy may have conferred upon other
States of the Commonwealth, it has not bene-
filed the State of Western Australia; that the
primary producers of the State of West ern
Australia have to poy more for their agricul-
tual machinery, etc., than the primary pro-
ducers of th Eastern States; that the primary
producers of the -State of Western Australia
have not the benefit of howepe markets like
Sydney with its 1,008,500 population, or Mel-
bourne with its q,95,700 population, homne
markets of such -value that three-fourths of
the primary products of New South Wales

an icoia, other than wheat or woolI are
consumed within those States; that the primary
producers of the State of Western Australia
hare to sell their products in the mnarkets of
the world: that it is impossible to give the
primary producers of Western Austra'ia relief
by way of reduced Custom duties without in-
juring the secondary industries of the Eastern
States, anad that the only effective means of
removing the chief disahi'ity of the State is
to restore to the State, for a period of years,
the absolute control of its own Customs and
Excise.
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I hope i an' not wearying members by read-
ing these extracts, but they are pertinent
to my argument. Anyone wvho listened to
the Premier's Budget Speech could not fail
to feel convinced that its whole tenor was
a recognition that land settlement and pro-
duction were of paramount importance to
the State. Indeed, he said it was the foun-
dation of the State's wealth. It is very
gratifying to us, who claim to represent the
agricultural section, that the Premier should
recognise the primary producers as the
wealth-producing section of the State.

The Minister for Lands: Is not that so
all over the worldI

Mr. THOMSON: The Premer told us
that of last year's loan expenditure exactly
50 per cent, was expended on account of
agricultural settlement. lie also said that a
total of £3,788,973 had been expended on
group settlement. I do not propose to dis-
cuss group settlement at his stage; I hope
to be able to deal with it later on. The
industry that has suffered most from the
high protective tariff is mining. On mining
machinery the high protective duties range
up to 45 per cent. which, together with the
duty on explosives and the increase in the
cost of living, has made the position of the
industry almost impossible, unless ore of a
very high grade is mined. I thoroughly en-
dorse the Premier's proposal to earmark
£165,924 of the special Federal grant for
the assistance of gold mining, buf next to
mining, agriculture should receive considera-
tion, be cause it is a primary industry that
has to accept the world's market value for
its products.

The Alinister for Lands: And the wocld's
market value is pretty good, too.

Mr. THOMNSON: Surely the agricultural
industry, as well as the mining industry, is
entitled to some little measure of relief. I
am prepared to admit that primary produc-
ers will benefit from the reduction of the
income tax by 331/ per cent. Still, we
cannot close our eyes to tile fact that in
1924 the present Government introduced an
amendment to the land tax that abolished
the exemptions and doubled the tax. In
addition to that, land values have inereased
by 300 or 400 per cent. Where people pre-
viously paid but a few, shillings by way' of
land tax, they now have to pay £10 to £C15.
Prior to the alteration made by the present
Government, the primary producer was able
to deduct the amount of his land tax from
his income tax and so he paid only one tax.

Now the primary producer has to pay not
only income tax, but land tax as well, and be
is in the position of being unable to pass
on the additional charges. I should like to
direct attention to the value ot the wealth
produced in Western Australia as bhown in
thle latest "Statistical Abstract."

dSiitini9 suspended from 6.iS to 7.30 p.

Mr. TIIOMSON: 1 was about to refer.
to the wealth produced in Western Austra-
lia. In 1924, the total was £29,228,583.
OIf this, agriculture represents£1,8-
724, pastoral £6,263,772, and dairying, etc.,
a1,362,914, or a total of £18,810,413. 'This
last-mned amount, made up purely of prim-
ary products, represents approximately two-
thirds of the total wealth of the State.
M.ining produced £2,581,162, of which gold
produced L2,080,298. The goidmining in-
dustry is receiving relief by way of remis-
sion of taxation on ruining, and also par-
ticipates in the 331/3 per cent, reduction on
income tax. The previous Goivernment also
gave a reduction in goldfields -water rates
of approximately £40,000. With all these
reductions I am entirely iii accord as they
affect the gold mining industry. I wish it
to be understood that in advocating that the
£200,000 should be allocated in another direc-
tion, I am not opposed to the suggestion
of relieving the gold mining industry. For-
estry and fishing produced £E2,582,101, and
manufacturing £E5,254,907, or approximately
one-sixth of the total wealth of the State.
I wish now to refer to the value of goods
exported from Western Australia. In 1924
we exported wool to the value of £3,527,865,
though unfortunately there was a drop of
£208,435. Hides and skins represented a
value of £461,303, and wheat £4,186,714, a
drop in the latter figure of Z971,306 corn-
pared with the previous year. Fresh beef
repre.enteul £120,117, flour £1,294,311, and
fresh fruit £232,149, or a total value of
£9,822,459 out of a grant total of exports
to the value of £14,581,657. This represents
a little less than three-fourths of the total
export value for purely agricultural pro-
ducts. I am quoting these figures to show
that the primary producers are not in a
position to pass on the various charges and
tolls levied upon them by means of the high
tariff, railway freights and fares, etc., be-*
cause they have to take the values in the
world's market. According to the report of
two members of the Disabilities Commission,
there is no doubt the primary producers are
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suffering disabilities by virtue of the high
tariff imposed upon them by thle Federal
Government. 1, therefore, contend that the
£E200,000 which the Premier proposes to use
for reduction of the deficit should be placed
in a suspense account. As the grants now
received are to be paid for a period of five
years, we are sure that during that period
-we shall receive over £:200,000 ~nay
exclusive of what way come to us if an
agreement is made between the State and
the Commonwealth concerning the North-
WVest. If the North-West is taken over we
shall receive an additional £150,000. We
have received £212,000 this year, and each
year the amount will be increased by
£10,000. 'Next year we shall receive
£222,000 and in the following year £E234,000,
and so on until the live years have elapsed.
The £200,000 should he placed in a suspense
account. A sum of £40,000 set aside each
year, and spread over the five years, woold]
make tip £200,000 which should be made
available to the primtary producers and
others who are carrying the burdens im-
posed by the tariff. The Government should
make available this money to reduce
freights on agricultural machinery and on
crude oil that is used for tractors. We are
opening up large areas of land for wheat
growing. In some of these districts there
is no water. I cannot understand whby the
Agricultural Bank will not make advances
for tractors. It will make advances. for
homses so that a man niay work his plant.
In various parts of the State the settlers
cannot carry any stock. They certainly
cannot carry horses, and are therefore com-
pelled to use tractors. Such people should
be considered. In certain districts the bank
should make advances for the purchase of
tractors to enable men to carry on their
farming operations. In cases where there
is a draw upon the goldields water supply
main, the rates levied go up to as high as
£33 on 1,000 acres, although the farmers
cannot use the amount of water they are
allowed. Until these settlers are free, or
in a position to pay their way, they should
be exempted from these water rates. If
the Railway Department consider they are
making a loss on the manure rates, the
period should be extended. It is now
limited to about jour months. The period
should be extended, and the farming com-
munity should be able to get the benefit of
the cheaper freights throughout the year.
The Minister for Railways may say that
manures are carried at a low rate, and some

miembers may argue that it is not a paying
proposition. The Premier has referred to
the enormous areas of land chat have been
cleared and cropped this year, and ii
hoping that the yield will be :30,00,90
bushels of wheat as a result of the labours
of the farmers. I ask members who corn
meat on the low freights on manures where
the State would be if manures were not
available to the farmers?1 The Treasurer
has prepared a return showing the railway
freights on various classes of goods. It
may surprise mnembers to know that for
every ton of manure that is carried by the
railways they have a return freight equiva-
lent to eight times its wteight, represented
by wheat, chaff, oats and sucoh like products.
This shows that it is a paying proposition
for the Railway Department to carry man-
tires, and that it also pays the State. I will
read an extract from a leading article that
appeared ia the "W~est Australian" of .5th
October dealing with the -agricultural show.
It is as follows:-

That this will prove to be the case is sug-
gested by the rate at which agricultural mach-
inery and motor vehicles and accessories hays,
in recent months, been pouring into the State.
Since August 31 last year, there have been
landed at Western Australian ports, agricul.
tural implements and machinery to the value
of £673,436, of which imports from the Eastern
States accounted for £E567,518, and those from

o verseas for £105,923. These importations in-
cluded no fewer than 1,187 strippers of a de-
clared value of £243,331. The figures here
given take no account of motor ears and parts,
motor bodies or chassis, the total value of
the imnportations of which amounted to no
less than £899,699. It is not possible of conrse
to effect such an analysis of these latter im-
portations as to appropriate their respective
shares to town or country, but when account
is taken of tractors and motor lorries it wil
probably be found that honours are about easy
and that it would be no exaggeration to put
the total value of the imports for the year of
agricultural implements, tractors, and motor
lorries, and of motor cars intended for the
farmers at well over a million sterling. Could
anything, it may be asked, tell more eloquently
the story of the agricultural progress of the
country which, less than 20 years ago, was im-
porting its own breadstu ifs. Surely we have
here one of the romances of British settlement
and the evidence of an achievement which can-
not fail as a spur to further ndeavour. At
the date of Federation the prospect of West-
ern Australia ever becoming one of the great
wheat-producing States of the Commonwealth
seemed far more -remote than to-day does the
establishment of the dairying industry within
its borders. Hopefully therefore may, we look
for the time when, if the policy of the immedi-
ate past and present administration is per-
sistently pursued, the Royal Show will bear
witness to progress in the South-Wst-the pro-
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destined centre of great butter, bacon, and
checese produetion -uimilar to that which it
now proclaims as attracting to the wheat belt.
I have worked out some figures to show
what the position of the farming comnin-
nity is. On a harvester the duty is 35 per
cent., on a disc plough :30 per cent., Onl a
hinder 45 per vecit., on a cultivator 30 per
cent., and un a drill 45 per cent. Those are
five implements used by the farmner, and the
a~eratr rate of dutty on them is 37 per cent.

Mr. (irilfiths: That is customs dutty alone.
Mr. 'P1IOMSON: Yes. I have worked

out two sets of figures to show the burden
which the highl tariff places upon the farmn-
ing community. Assuming that the grand
total of £673,430 which I have quoted
represents landed cost including duty, and
estimating. the dutty at 37 per cent., the
actunal value of the machinery is £491,560,
aind the balance of £181,876 represen ts
customns dutty, from which the farmier de-
rives no benefit whatever. Agazini quoting
the ''West Australian's'' figures, I fi nd
that £E567,513 worth of machinery was im-
p~orted from the 1R'astern States and paid
no duty. Taking the same average duty of
.37 per cent. as before, the value of the
mnachinery imported by Western Australia.
from) the Ea,.stern States was £E414,244. and
the farmners of this State miade the manti-
facictrers and workers of Eastern Australia

apresent of £153,260.
Mkr. Sleeman: Why not asupport the local

article?
Mr. Iae(allum Smith: .\re youi anszous

to stay in the Federation?3
'Mr. THTOMISON : Taking the declared

value of the overseas machinery as £105,923,
there is to be added a duty of 37 per cent..
including presuinably freighit to Western

Australi-a and port charges here. The dutty
imposed amiounts to £39,191. If no duty
had been imposed upon all that machinery,
the arrigUlturists- of Western Australia
would have received it for £192,460 less. a
sumi nearly equal to the £C200,000 which the
Premipir lias earmarked for reduction of
the deficit.

The "linistcr for Lands: The report of
the Federal M1inister for Customs says it
is not so.

Xr. THOMSON: I do not care what he
saysz. One cannot get away from the
figures which I have quoted from a leading
article in the "West Australian" of the 8th
Octoher. Moreover the "Statistical Ab-
stract" shows that last year this State im-
ported even a greater quantity of machin-

cry. The deductions 1 have made from tb
figures are correct, I obtained the lates
figures from the Government Statist's otliei

The Minister for Lands: But your dedue
tions from them are wrong-.

Mr. THOMSON: They are absolutely cot
rect. The agricuilturists of Wesrtern Aus
tralia received £401,560 worth of machiner
and paid £192,460 in Customs duty on it.

The Minister for Lands: That is the rc
stilt according to the prices you have put oi
the machinery.

Mr. THOMNSON: No doubt the machiner,
cost the farmuers more by the time they re
ceived it. ] give these figures as my reasoi
for arguing that £200,000 should hie ear
marked for relief of the primary idostriet,
and that these industries should receive th
same benefit from the Federal grant as th
Mining industry is to be given. The minia,
industry has suffered severely from th
tariff, 'and so have the primary industriet
I defy anyone to prove that mny figures ar
wrong, The anmount of £673,436 which
have quoted represents, a declared value o
about £490,000 in machinery, the balance o
nearly £-200,600 being represented by CmE
toms dut3; from which the farmer derive
no beniefit of any kind. 'Now let me turn t
railway rates and show where reduction
can lie niade. It is only fair and reasonabl
that the Government should make part o
the Federal grant available for lowerin,
railway charges. The freight on a harveste
from Bassendeant to Katanning is £ 6Os. 2d
ont a 5-furrow plough it is £3J Os. 7d., on
15-disc drill £4 6s. 1d., 00 a tractor £8 11E
8d., on a binder £3 Os. 7d., and on a dril
cultivator £4 19s. 10d. The Governumen
could reimburse the Railway Department fo
a 50 per cent, reduc!tion in the freight oi
agricultural machinery by allocating to thea
£40,000 out of the Federal grant; and this
after all, would be a There hook entry, in
volving no loss whatever to the State. fbi,
would be relief on the same lines as the ear
marking of £165,924 for the benefit of th
mining industry. When the Federal Diss
hilities Royal Commissioners made their re
commendations, they never intended that 1i
State Treasurer should use part of the relie,
to reduce the deficit. The Federal money i
given for the purpose of helping peopl
who are suffering from disabilities impose(
upon them, Find not upon the Government oa
this State, by the high tariff. Tincidentallh
T may mention that the only States whiel
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benefit from the tariff are New South WVales
and Victoria. At the recent annual confer-
ence of the Primary Producers' Association
a delegnte from Borden, which is in my
district, quoted the railway tariff as to
oils anid crude kerosene for tractors. He
said that a case of power kerosene costing
12s, 3d. at either Fremantle or Bunbury
would cost 17s. 3d. delivered at Borden, the
difference of 5s. per case representing rail-
w1-n~' treight. lie also stated that the cost
of railway transport of a case of lubricat-
ing oil from Fremantle to Borden was 7s.
a;d. Those two instances illustrate the way
in which part of the Federal grant could be
u~tilised for the relief of the primary indus-
tries. In the early part of my speeeh I
showed that the fruit induetr.) had brought
into Western Australia considerable amounts
or money by the sale of fresh fruit. Un-
fortunately those who are engaged in the
a9pple industry and send their product over-
-seas have struck a ver y had market this
year, and the lass to them has been serious.
Despite that loss, however, they find them-
selves burdened this year with an increased
rail freighbt on fruit cases.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: N \ot in every in-
stance.

Mr. THOMSON: The increase applies to
the hion. memnber's district. I dare say he has
received from a part of his district the
same protest as has reached the Primary
Producers' Association.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: I have also had a
letter accepting the reduction offered.

M~r. THOMSON: The hion. member is re-
ferring- to the King and Kalgaln settlers. I
consider that the attitude adopted by the
Commissioner of Railways towards the King
and Kalgan settlers is one which he has no
right to adopt. It is an absurd position
re latively to people who by virtue of their
geographical position, exporting their fruit
and b eing adjacent to an excellent port. are
exempt from using the railways.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The cost to them is
greater by 9s. 7d. per ton.

Mr. THOMSON: Some of them have to
cart their produce 30 miles by road. That is
one of the anomalies of the position. My
suggestion is that there should be reduction
in the freight on aricultural machinery, re-
duction in the freight on shooks used by
fruite-rowers, and reduction in the freight on
oils which are essential for the tractors used
by farmers. The Yilgarn district was dis-

cussed at the Primary Producers' conference
Ettorts are being made to settle people on the
Ravensthorpe lands. Unfortunately, owing
to the peculiar position in which those
people find themselves, it costs them as much
as 11'/2 d1. per bushel to convey their wheat
to Fremnantle before despatching it overseas.
In that instance the Government should make
concessions and carry the settlers on until
such time as the State has furnished them
with the same facilities as are available to
wheatgrowers in other parts of the, State.
It is on these rounds I contend that the
Premices allocation of £200,000 of the Fed-
eral grnu(f for reduction of the deficit is not
a sound business proposition. The average
interest on our loans as a whole is about 4 /
per cent., so that the Premier's proposal
only amounts to saving this State a sum of
£9,000 annually. The lion. gentleman has
on other occasions, though not in introdue-
ing his Budget, referred to the Federal
grant as a dole. If it is a dole, it
is one g iven to the State of West-
ern Australia, not for the purpose of re-
ducing the 'deficit but for the purpose of
lightening the burden on those who
are feeline the- pinch of the high tariff
most-a description wvhich applies parti-
cularly to the primary producers. No one
ran read the Disabilities Royal 'Commis-
sion's -report without becoming impressed
with the fact that throughout the findings
and the evidence the dominant factor is the
sufferings entailed upon this State by the
Federal tariff. If there aire two Western
Australian industries which suiffer from the
tariff, they* are mining and agriculture. The
mining industry the Government propose to
relieve to the extent of some £E165,024 an-
nually; but agriculture, though bearing the
heaviest part of the burden, is not to be-
granted any relict. That industry is prob-
ably providing three-fourths of the wealth
of the State and it means that the burden the
agriculturists are shouldering is greater
than that borne by any other section of the
community. I reiterate the statement that
the £20,000 should be placed in a suspense
account until such time as the Fed-
eral grant teases, and should be used each
year for the purpose of reducing the charges
that have to be borne by the producers, thus
providing some small recompense in recog-
nition of the high duties on machinery and
other plant necessary for the producers. We
should bear in mind that the farmers are
creating wealth. The consumption of wheat
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in Western Australia does not fix the price
the producers are to receive for their pro-
duce. The price the groWers of wheat will
receive for the forthcoming harvest will be
the market price in London, less all charges
that can be levied against the farmer right
up to his very door. I hope the Govern-
ment wiUl give serious attention to the sug-
gestions I have made. 1 trust I will have
the pleasure of being present when this
matter is being discussed and, irrespective of
whether I shall be successful or not, I will
give the House an opportunity to decide
whether the £:200,000 shall he devoted to the
reduction of the deficit or to the relief of
the burden under which so many people are
lahouring, particularly those engaged in
primary production.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think the
members of the Country Party in the
Federal Parliament supported the high
tariff.

Mr. THOMSON: That cannot be said of
the members front Western Australia.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell. That is so.
Mr. THOMSON: We, as a State, are re-

sponsible only for those we send to the
Federal Parliament.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course, 'we
cannot control members from other States.

Tht Minister for Lands: There was only
one of our Federal members who said any-
thing against the Government, and he was
Gregory.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know that
Green said much.

The Minister for Lands: He did not pro-
fess opposition; the other members did.

Mr. THOMSON: It is useless for,mem-
bers on the Government side of the House to
raise a discussion on the Federal tariff, be-
cause the Labour policy is Dot protectionist
at all; it is absolute prohibitionist.

The Minister for Lands: Is it?
Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member knows

that they would not allow anything to come
mn.

The Minister for Lands: That is all,
bunkum.

Mr. THOMSON: I believe there was one
instance when the mining industry was be-
ing considered. The member for Kalgoorlie,
Mr. Green, who is a Labour member, voted
against the imposition of an increase of 45
per cent. in the tariff on mining machinery.

Mr. Richardson: That was policy!
Mr. THOMSON: If bon. members look

into the matter, they will see that on every
occasion members of the Labour party re-

presenting this and other States, have bees
if anything, worse than Pratten.

The Minister for Lands: Who introduce
the tarilffl

Mr. Panton: And who are the Govern
meat anyhow?

Mr. 'J2LOMSON: 1 am not arguing frox
that standpoint. I know who introduced th
tariff, and I also know who supported ii
Every Labhour member in the Federal Par
lianient supported the high tariff.

The Minister for Lands: Aud the Leads
of the Country Party in the Federal Parkia
mneut supported it.

Mr. THOMSON: The Leader of lthi
Country Party in this House does not, amo
we are responsible only for the men we sem
to represent us from this State. On every oc
casion the member for Swan, Mr. Gregory
and the member for Forrest, Air. Prowse
voted for reductions in the tariff.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not on everi
occasion. Mr. Prowas voted in favour o:1
an increased duty on whisky.

Mr. THOMSON: I will admit that, ho
that is his-

Mr. Withers: Personal bias.
Mr. THOMSON: It may have been;I

have nothing to do with that. The Gov.
erment might -have given some considers
tion to the phases I have mentioned. 1 an
glad that provision has been made- for a&
sisting the mining industry but I also con,
sier that assistance should have been giver
to other primary industries as well. The
facts and figures I have quoted to-nighi
have emphasised the burden that the pro.
ducers have to hear because of the ineasei
prices of machinery and plant generally.I
hare demonstrated clearly that, according
to n statement appearing in a leading articE
in the "West Australian," out of 9673,43f
worth of imported machinery, £200,000 re-
presented purely Customs tariff payments
so that we made a present of approximatel3
that amount to the machinery trade in thE
Eastern States. I maintain, therefore, thai
the intention of the Federal Parliament-
I am convinced on the point-and also ol
the Royal Commissioners who inquired int(
the disabilities suffered by the State, w&,
that money granted to us should be used foi
tile benefit of the people of Western Aus-
tralia. The position of the primary pro-
ducers is that they cannot pass on the higI
cost of the machinery that they have to
purchase from merchants who have to pay
the income tax and will beneft accordingly
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from. the rebates suggested by the Premier.
Yet those merchants are able to pass on
whatever burdens they have to shoulder
to the general public, and in the end the
people have to pay. The mining industry
and the farming industry are not able to
do that; they bave to accept world's parity
and therefore are entitled to consideration
in respect of the £200,000. 1 do not pro-
pose to go through the various department;,
lint there are one or two that I desire to
touch upon. The Premier stated that it
was the Government's policy to make tlit
metropolitan water supply pay its way. J r
the course of his speech be said:-

The metropolitan water supply revenue, it
is expeclted, wvill show an increase of £40,271,
mainly due to increased water rates and a
part due to greater consumption. Last year's
operation showed a loss of £22,625. The gen-
%ad taxpayer tarried this, which 1. consider to
be quite unfair.
On the other hand, the general taxpayer
does not have to carry the responsibility re-
garding the high tariff on machinery; that
has to he borne directly by the farmers. As
% party, it is part and parcel of our plot-
fonn that utilities such as water supplies,
.1ratnways and so forth shall he placed in
the hands of a trust and administered by
ineh a body. The Premier told us in his
3tatcment that there was a loss of £22,625
Last year in respect of the metropolitan
water supply and. hie anticipated that there
xould be a profit of £40,000 this year by
reason of the increase in the rates. That is
isimple way to square the ledger. The

Premier merely extracts more mroney from
he public, and fixes up the ledger by in-
-reasing the rates.

Mr. Sampson: They have no competition.
Mr. THOMSON: But the point is that

.he people of the metropolitan area, who
lave to pay, had no say regarding the con-
;truetion, management or administration of
he Water Supply Department. The Leader
of the Opposition said that we were
Lot getting value for the money spent
a connection with the work at Church-
nan's Brook. That was the charge
he Leader of the Opposition laid against
he Government. If that is the posi-
ion and the works arc costing more than
hey shonld, we now know the easy way in
vhieb the position may be squared. All that
s necessary is for the rate to be increased
and thle added cost passed on to the public.
Tet those who have to pay have no say in
he matter at all! I am as keenly convinced

as ever that the proper method of handlig
these utilities is to give the people of the
metropolitan area control of their own pub-
lie works. I hope to see established in West-
erni Australia some day a metropolitan
hoard of works, such as' exists in Victoria
and other States, so that that board will take
charge of various metropolitan enterprises.
They will then be under the direct control
of representatives of the ratepayers them-
selves. Let me give an illustration regard-
ig administration matters to-day. The
policy of the Government is to do all work
by day labour. It is also their policy that
no one, shall get a job unless he carries a
union tick-ct. The railway from Norseman
to Salmon Gums is being constructed de-
partmentally. The. engineer in cha)rge of
the work said that he considered. the men
should lay three-quarters of a mile of rails
per day. I do not know whether it is a
fair comparison, but when the Trans-Aus-
tralian railway was being constructed an
average of a mile of rails per day was laid.
When a railway was constructed by the de-
partment during the time a former Labour
Government uinder Mr. Seaddan were in
power, a mile of rails per day was also laid.
In this instance, however, the engineer in
charge said that three-quarters of a mile of
rails should be laid per dlay. 'Mr. Costello,
the A.W.1T. organiser, went along and said
that only half a mile of rails would be laid
a day. The most remarkable feature of thp
whole thing is that half a mile of rails is
being laid in connection with that railway
to-day!I The engineer in charge of that rail-
way is the Government representative, and
if lie contends that three-quarters of a rails,
should be laid daily and only half a mile is
being laid, then the State is not getting value
for the money spent from loan funds. I
do not know whether my information is cor-
rect, hut I believe that men engaged on the
Norseman-Salmon Gumns railway construc-
tion to-day are able to knockr off work about
2.30 p.m., having laid their daily half mile
before that time.

Mr. George: That is she general rule in
railway Construction.

MNr. THOMSON: I do not know that it
is.

Mr. George: It all depends' upon the num-
ber of men in the gang.

Mfr. THOMSON: My point is that the
enenneer in charge, who ought to know, said
that three-quarters of a mile should he laid
per day.
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Mr. George: But it all depeuds upon the
number of men in the gang.

M1r. Teesdale: But the engineer in charge
ought to know what the men should do.

Mr. THOMSON : And I have indicated
what the engineer said.

Mr. George: That is so.
Mr. THOLiTSOI\: But Costello says half

a mile, and half a mile it is! If that is the
way the affairs of the State are being
carried out to-day, I do not know where wve
will land ourselves.

The Premier: T have a most effective re-
ply to the statement and I shall take ad-
vantage of replying other than by way of
interjection. The hon. member !:.nows no-
thinge about the facts.

IMr. Panton: Ile never does.
M~r. THOMISONX: I have based my state-

mient upon what appeared in the Press. T
do not know any more than that.

The Premier: You do not know anything
about platelaying. it all depends upon the
ii nilIer of men in a gang. You are sug-
gesting that the same number of men in the
-ang would lay the half-mile as would lay
te mile.

Alr. THOMSON: The engineer said they,
should lay three-quarters of a mile per day.

The Premier: It all depends upon the
number in the gang.

Mr. George: The engineer would see to
it, and--

M.%r. THOMSON: Probably Costello would
not permit it. I can judge only from what
has appeared in the Press. If these works
are costing- more than they should cost, it is
unsound economnieally, and even against the
interests of the workers themselves; for it
would be far better that those men should
lay three-quarter.- of a mile and get that
railway finished so that we could go on
opening up and developing another portion
of the State.

The Premier: A strike occurred there, awl
the matter is being& settled by the Arbitration
Court. What more do you want?

Mr, THOMNSO'N: By the time it is dealt
with by the court, probably the platelaying
will be finished.

The Premier: That is not our fault. We
are settling- it by the constitutional method.

Mr. THOMSON: If the engineer-in-
charge requires a certain result, that result
oueght to be forthcoming.

The Premier: When an engineer thinks
one thing and the men think another and a

dispute is created: who is to settle it, thf
engineer!

Mr, THOMSON: I understand the met
were inclined to go back, but that Mr. Cos,
[ello said they were not to go back.

The Premier: Of 'course they would nol
gO back. A dispute was created, and re.
ferred to the proper tribunal.

Mr. -THOMISON: Well, 1 am giving tb(
facts as they appeared in the Press.

The Premier: They are not the facts al
all.

Mr. THOMSO8N: If the same thing ap,
plied to the construction of our- netropoli-
tan waterworks, the ratepayers in the met-
ropolitan area probably are being loaded up
considerably more than they ought to be.

The Premier: On the other hand, they
may be getting cheaper work by avoiding a
eon tractor's profits.

Mr. THOMSON: [t does not work out
in p~ractice. Of course it is only right that
people shonld pay for what they are reeiv-
ing, but I have my danbt about the adminis-
tration. The Riailway Department -was
loaded to the extent of £90,000 through1 the
Government introducing the u-hour week.
If the Govern ment had left tliat to the Arbi-
tration Court, the court might have conceded
the 44-hour week; but we know it xwas the
Government that did it, and that had the
Government not interfered probably the
railways would have shown a profit instead
of a deficit. I want to touch briefly on the
absolute lack of co-ordination between de-
partments upon which we are spending so
much money. We have the Lands Dep art-
meat sending out surveyors to survey land.
It is then thrown open for settlement, the
Lands Department fixing a price of, say,
10s. per acre upon it. We broadcast all
over the world that men going on the land
in Western Australia do not need any money
at all, that the State will finance them. A
settler comes along and takes up a block of
land at 10s. per acre. He then goes to the
Ag-ricultural Bank and requests an advance
on that land. But the bank says the land
is not of any valuc. The Lands Depart-
ment says the land, is worth 10s. per acre,
but the bank says it is of no value at all.
If the settler be in a position to finance
himself, and if ultimately he makes a suc-
cess of his farm, the Taxation Department
comes along and says his land is worth £2
or even £E3 per acre, notwithstanding that
the Agricultural Bank has already declared
it is worth nothing.
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The Minister for Lands: The Agricultural
Bank does not say that of any land in the
State.

Mr. THOMSON: The difficulty arises
from the Jack of co-ordination between the
two departments.

The Premier: A blessed word. co-ordina-
tion; like Mesopotamia.

Mr. THOMSON: I should like to see the
Agricultural Bank and the Lands Depart-
nient co-ordinatizl2 hutter than they do.

The Minister for Lands : Parliament says
the Agricultural Bank trustees must control
the bank.

Mr. THOM,%SON: I1 am not going to dis-
cuss that phase of the question. We tell
people in the Old Country that if they come
out here we will give them land at a certain
price, that for the first five years they will
have no rent to pay, and that advances will
be made to them through the Agricultural
Bank. Unless the Government are prepared
to give due assistance to settlers pioneering
agricultural districts they should not allowv
those men to go out at all. Just a little
more assistance given to those settlers would
mean all the difference between success and
failure. Recently I travelled many miles
through a district.

The Minister for Lands: Southern Cross.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not saying which
district. The men there wvere getting only
half rates. The district is alleged to be in
a dry area, yet in that district the Agricul-
tural Department has clearly demonstrated
by experimental plots the proper methods
of farming.

The 'Minister for Lands: Where are the
experimental plots in Southern Cross?

Mr. THOMSON: I did not say Southern
Cross. The Minister cannot draw me like
that. I am dealing with our land settlement
Policy. The Agricultural Department de-
monstrated what could be done in that dis-
trict. Yet those inen, coming from the Old
Country, were allowed to go out there with
insufficient financial support.

The Minister for Lands: Of course you
are opposed to group settlement.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not.
The Premier: Yet your official organ said

that all the millions spent down there had
been squandered.

Mr. THOMSON: No, it did not.
The Premier: But it did.
Mr. THOMSON: We are not dealing with

group settlement just now, but with land

settlement through the Agricultural Bank.
The bank gave those settlers just enough to
place them in difficulties.

The Minister for Lands: They were told
that it they wanted to prove the district
they would have to carry some of the risk
Llieniseives.

Mr. THOMSON: It is not a fair thing to
expect men without money to go out and
prove any district. The bank had no right
to advance any money at alt if not satisfied
as to the value of the district. It is the lack
of co-ordination between the departments
that I complain of. One set of officers is
encouraging people to go on the land, while
another set is declaring that the land is no
good, that the settlers cannot succeed there,
and that if they go out there they will be
given only so much financial assistance.
There is the lack of co-ordination between
the departments.

The Minister for Lands: The officers can
only advise them of the uncertainty.

Mr. THOMSON: If you are not going to
give those settlers the assistance to which
they are entitled, you should not allow them
to go out there.

The Minister for Lands: They said they
had money with which to carry on.

Mr. THOMSON: The average man with-
out farming experience does not know the
expense he will have to face if he goes on
the land. Either more assistance should be
given to the settlers or they ought not to
be allowed to go out at all.

The Minister for Lands: They went there
before I had anything to do with it, and
they went of their own will and accord.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not saying that
the Minister or his department misled them.

The Minister for Lands: 'Men were turned
down when they had no money.

Mr. THOMSON: Still I maintain-
The Minister for Lands: You can talk till

you are black in the face. So long as Par-
liament sayvs; that 'Ministers shall not con-
trol the bank, it will be so.

Mr. THOMSON: I could only wish that
the Government were equally sincere in deal-
ing with other departments. They took a
totally different attitude when dealing with
the railway unions. We have a Comnmis-
sioner of Railways who is supposed to be in
supreme control of the department, but the
Government went behind him and gave the
men a s-hour week and an increase of
wages.
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The Premier: They did not increase the
wages. The increase was granted in accord-
ancee with the practice.

Mr. THOMSON : But thre Government
went behind the Commissiouer.

Bion. W. D. Johnson: Who gave him the
power? We have ani Arbitration Court.

Air. THOMSON: We ipay the Commis-
sioner of Railways £2,000 a year to adminlis-
ter the department.

The Minister for Lands: You make it a
practice to go aumongst the farmers and tell
them that sort of thing.

Alr. THOMS ON: Trie Millister has no right
to san v hlls. The li niISI er, shel tern g h imselfV
behind the Agricultural Bank, says lie will
not interfere. The Act stipulates that the
management of the Agricultural Bank shall
rest entirely in the hands of the trustees, and
the Minister will not interfere. Why did the
Government interfere in the Railway De-
partmentt Because it jolly well suited them.

Mr. Panton: Because Parliament decreed
that the Arbitration Court should fix the
conditions.

Mr. THOMSON: There is a lack of co-
ordinatiou between the Agricultural Bank
and the Lands Department that I hope the
Government will endeavour to remedy. I
should like to know why the Premier, when
in the Old Country, authorised the sale of
the Agent General's house.

The Premier: That was explained last
year.

Mr. THOMSON: It was not, or T do not
remember it.

The Premier: It was, whether you remem-
ber it or not.

Mr. THOMTSON: T do not think it was.
The Premier: Very well. T am not telling

the truth.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not say that.
The Premier: I say it was explained;

what else do you mean!

Mr. THOMSON: I have read "Hansard"
and failed to find the explanation. I admit
the sale was mentioned, hut I should like to
know the meason- The Estimates show a
house allowance of £C500 for the Agent Gen-
eral, and T think a big mistake was made in
selling the house. Whoever goes to London
as; Alent General noes as the ambassador of
the Staite. We had a house of excellent
vplne for him, a fact that eontributed
greatly to the dianitv of thle Stnte.

The Premier: Could not the Agent Gen-
eral carry out his ambassadorial duties in
another house?

Mr. THJOMSON: I hope the Premier will
give Its more information than is available
to uts at present. It was not in the interests
ol' ti e Stte that that house should be sold.

The P remier: T thought otherwise, and T
sold it.

Mr. THOMSON: Apparently because the
Premier thouiht it right, that is to he the
end of the matter.

The Premier: Well, it wvas right.
)It. THOM1SONK: As the member for an

electorate having mohre constituents than has
the P'remnier's district-

The Premier: Bilt they are very much
less intelligent.

Mr. THOMSON: [ claim to have the right
to question such a sale.

,rie Premier: Of course you can query it,
and y ou tiar % continue to do so for ever.

Mr. THOMSON: Savoy House in the
Strand is regarded as the shop window of
Western Australia. Yet on the Estimates
we find a paltry £50 for the purpose of
sending hiomec exhibits of what Western A us-
tralia can produce. That is the way we ad-
vertise our State in the Old Country.

The Premier: But you were Home two
years ago.

Mr. THOMfSON: And while there I did
my part: I assisted to bring out some useful
citizens, and at no expense to the State. I
went Home at my own expense.

Mr. Panton: We had better send you back
again.

Mr. THOMSON: These gibes are uncalled
for. I am speaking of the requirements of
the State, and the Premier takes exception
because the matter is brought under his
notice.

The Premier: There is as much money on
the Estimates for exhibits this year as there
has been in other years.

MT. THOMSON: Does that mean that it
is sufficient? A greater sum should be pro-
vided. Ever since I have been in the House
I have voiced that opinion. As one who has
been to the Old Country, I consider there
is totally inadequate publicity for West-
ern Australia. The proper use is not being
made of Savoy House. If the position is as
indicated, that men of means calling- at
Australia House, where we are supposed to
hare a representative, are being sent to the
other States, while men without means are
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being sent to Western Australia, it is the
duty of the Government to see that greater
publicity is given to our State so that we
might get men of capital as well as men
without capital. The Premier has accused
me of making a misstatemient regarding the
desire of MelIcayti harvester firm to estab-
ish a factory in this State. The Premier
taid I knew niothing albout it because the
firm had established assembling wvorks here.
The Premier endeavonred to camlouflage the
position. I was dealing with the fin's de-
sire to establish a manufactory, not assem-
bling works.

The Premier: WVell, they are works.

Mr. T1-I OMSON: The Premier knew that
Iwas referring to the firm's desire to estab-

lish works for the manufacture of imlple-
ments. I made it quite clear; yet the Pie-
mier said I was wvrong and did not know
what I was talking about. Since then 'Mr.
MceKay has published a reply' which shows
2onclusivclly that the statement T made was
,orrect.

The Premier: And my statement was cor-
rect.

Mr. THOMSON: But the Premier's chief
lesire was to cover tip the real position.
rhe step to reduce income taxation b 'y 33%
per cent., rendered possible by the receipt
)f the Federal grant, inay assist in the es-
;ablishment of additional factories in this
State. If firms show a desire to establish
Factoi-ies here. it is lip to the Labour move-
iient to do their part and give manufsc-
;urers the same opportunities as are avail-
1lble to them in the Eastern States. If the
question were left to the men I think they
would he quite willing to accept work under
,onditions similar to those worked by men i .n
.%IcKay's works at Sunshine, and probably
they would be able to make a good deal
more money than is possible under the con-
litions existing here at present. There are
;everal other matter., on which I hope to
;peak when the departmental votes are being
monsidered. Let ine repeat my* contention
hnt £200,000 of the Federal grant should he

levoted to the relief of those people who
ire bearing the greatest portion ot the bar-
fen imposed 1;' the high protective tariff.

Hou. W. D. Johnson; How would you do
t-give it back to the Federal Government
to that they could reduce the tariff?

.%r. THOMSON : If the hon. member had
been in his place, he would have beard my

views. I coinend them to his earnest con-
sideration when "Hiansarcl" is printed.

[Mr Fnton took the Chair.]

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[8.41]: The Premier's Budget speech was
a fine clear statement so far as it went, but
lie haes left to each Minister the duty of
dealing with the details of his department.
Consequently not until we hear what the
various Ministers have to say shall we
Know wvhat their intentions are. The
lrentier really confined his remarks to
rellin±- us what had been done, without
indicating too nmuch of what the Govern-
ment propose to do in future.

The Premier: I did, so far as the finances
were concerned.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But not so far as any-
tihing, else was concerned. I take it that
the time to discuss the policy of the Gov-
erniment will be wthen the Loan Estimates
aire under consideration. The Premier in-
dicated that the State had received from
the Federal Government a considerable
sun, of money which is being taken into
revenue during the current year and will
he of g-reat assistance to the finances. The
total aniount of the rants for last year
and this year is £505,924 and we have
heard how the Premier intends to allocate
that sum. Although he told us that a cer-
tain amonnt would be devoted to assist the
mining industry, he did not give any par-
ticulars of the form that the assistance
would take.

The Premier: That was not the time to
enter into details.

lIon. G. TAYLOR: I am not finding fault
with that, but I fear it will mean a pro-
longatinn of the debate "n the Estimates.
Had we had the details of the various de-
partments, members would have been able
to curtail their remarks considerably by
dealing, with the wvhole of the departmnents
during. the general debate on the Esti-
mates. I am more concerned about the
Mfines and Lands Departments than any
others,. Mv district is developing into a
pastoral area. but there is very' little mining
going on in the remainder. I hope that
something may he done to assist it. I am
sure the Premier will be anxious tO do
anything he can in that respect. The
sandalwood industry also plays a prominent
part in the life of the district. We have
heard a good deal about the prosperity of
the State, and the buoyancy of the finances.
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Without being in any way eulogistic, we
must admlit that this is the outcome of the
land policy instituted by the Leader of the
Opposition.

Honi. ". 1). Johnson: Good Lord!
Hon. G. TAYLOR: That policy has been

endorsed by the Government which fol-
]owed his.

Ron. AV. 1). Johnson: You know that is
not correct. What did Hopkins do?

ilon. G. TAYLOR :HIe got a pair of
riding boots alld pants, and hall to procure
a special horse to carry himi because of hi%
16-stone weilght. He rode itroughi Osborne
Park and out to Wanneroc. 1 believe he
also wvent to the Beverley district. Had he
gone at) to Gingin lie wvould have passed
through most of the agricultural areas that
cxisted in Western Australia 21 years ag-o.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : Who established
Nangeenan 1

Hon. G4. TAYLOR: Who increased tHe
wheat yield from a few bushels to the .30
million bushels we are anticipating for the
coming season?

Hon. W. D). Johnson: J. M. Hopkins'
policy.

l-1on. C. TAYLOR : The policy of the
Leader of thle Opposition is responsible for
the prosperity of Western Australia.

Hon. WV. h. Johnson : Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I defy contradiction
of may statement.

The Premier; The prospectors will be
lookilng at you.

Ron. 0-. T AYLOR: I know it to be true.
Hon. WV. D. Johnson: It is not true. No

one knows it better than do you. You took
part in the debates long before the Leader
of the Opposition was in the House.

The CHAraTKAN: Order! These inter-
jections must cease.

lion. G4. TAYLOR: It is time I got in a
word or two.

The CHAIRMTAN :The lion. meatber
must not reflect upon the Chair.

Ron. 0. TAYLOR: I should be pleased
if the Chair would reflect* upon someone
else. We are reaping the benefit of the
policy to which I have referred, notwith-
standingr the opposition from th-e cross-
benches. The -Old yield is falling. If we
wvere dependent on gold to-day' , as we were,
ay'. 1.5 years airo, we should be in a poor
position. Our borrowing capacity in the
Old Countryv would not be at the rate of
four millions a Year. I am sorry to sa,,
that we could not finance this State if it

were not for our w-heat, our wvool and our
timber. We have to look to these things in
the future. I am pleased to be associated
with one who had that wide vision to see
what the future of the State would be, and
was able to lift it out of a declining 4osi-
tion into a prosperous one.

Mr. Withers: Was he not lucky?
The 1'remier: Be careful not to disrupt

the pact.

lion. G. TAYLOR:i. shall not mind that
as long as I do not disturb the eq~uilibriumn
of ineniliers opposite. If the>- would leave
me to the pact, I should not havye much

dfcutv in getting through myv few re-
niaks.Ofthe money orwdb h

Mlitchell C.overninent 60 per cent. was spent
in improvingp our ag-ricultural areas and!
settling people on the land. That was n wise
pol icy, a n(l it should be continued for son.
years. People should hie placed iii a position
where their labour wvillI produce wvealth . Tine
diIffieult ' about spending borrowed money is
in g'et tinIg the best results, bu t we have harl

r esulls from the expenditure of wic ih T
a-lve spoken.

Hon. AV. D. -Johinson: You must have been
reading- the leading- article.

Hon. GI. TAYLOR: I will now refer to
the financial position as compared wvith what
it was in the days of the Mitchell Govern-
aleat. ily friends on the cross-benches have
referred to the cost of running State con-
cerns bevause of the increased wages. It is
a remarkable fact that dluring the life of the
Mitchell Government these increases in
wag~es amiounted to between 50 per cent. and
60 per cent., whereas they have amounted
to only 24 per cent. under the present Gov-
erment. I know the answer will be that
the present Government had to find the
money for the previous increases also, but
I would point out that the Mitchell Govern-
ment had to find the increases that wvere
paid by the Government. before them. Fur-
thermore, the pireviouis Government had a
smaller revenue than the State enjoys to-
day, ,ad the population has not increased
in the scale proportion as the revenue has
increased. The Government services that
are given to-day, and p~aid for out of rev-
enue, cannot have increased to the extent to
make the difference between the financial
position as it is to-day and what it was
three Years ago. Had the Mitchell Govern-
mnent remained in office for a further three
years, and improved the finances at the
same rate as they did during their )ast
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three y ears of oilice, there would have been
a huge surplus to-day.

1{on. AV. D. Johnson: And God help the
State.

iiu. 1;. TAYLOR: Beyond doubt, that is
thle position.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What did the "West
Australian" say in its leader?

Hon. G. TAYLOR : I wvill tell the lion.
member what the "Worker" says.

Bon. AV. 1). Johnson: I would rather
hear that.

lion. 0. TA YLOR : [ will now deal with
the subject I was prevented from dealingr
with, tile other night. According to report.
mlen are being withdrawn from the mines
suffering, from T.B. and other diseases.'
They are being paid a remuneration which
is creditable to ti, Government. These men
should be provided for by the State. They
have deser~ed well of the country. They
have worked in the bowels of the earth and
ruined their health. According to the Pre-
nice's speech in Kalgoorlie early this year,
there is no doubt in the minds or the Our-
erment as to the legality of these monthly
pla 'uieiits. In the view of Other people,
however. the paymnen t is illegal.- These men,
should receive thie money, and no doubt. so
long as the present Treasurer remains in
office, the y will continue to receive it. If,
howetver, this Government-went Out Of oftie
anid anothIer t overninent viewed the matter
iii a different light, they might cease to
make the payments and give the men what
they considered wvas the correct amount due
to them. That is not a proper position for
Parliament to allow. If there be any doubt
on the quiestion, it would be wise for the
Government to establish the fact by Act of
Parliament, so that no other Government
could interfere with it without the consent
of Parliament. The trouble started early in
January. It was the outcome of a meeting
in Kalgoorlie. There wvas great excitement
among st the unfortunate men as the result
of an article that appeared in the "Sun."
I do not know what the attitude of that
newspaper is, for I have not read a copy of
it for years, but I do know what started the
trouble. Mfinisters had to go up to Ral-
goorlie. T cannot vouch for the accuracy of
this newspaner's statements. I should be
pleased to know that they are absolutely
or trre. h',t they went forth to the.
public and prave the Olovernment much

cau'se lor anxiety. The paper speaks of
a sick miner and his family existing
Onl 8S.! week for 10 weeks. It asks
it this is a living- wage, and if this is the
result of the attitude of the Mines Depart-
mtent. These words are set out in big head-
lines. I an, anxious to know that it is im-
possible to believe these statements, and that
they' are untrue. That is why 1 am making-
these remarks. Had I seen the paper be-
fore I should have gone to Kalgoorlie and
examined the position myself, but I wvas in
hospital nt the time. This is an extract from
the article-

There is a ease in point, however, which
shows more clearly than ever the Rip van
Winkle tactics of thle Minister for Mines. The
exact circumstances are that a mine worker
of South KCalgoorliet waii employed on the
Oroyn Links1 mine at the time of the examina-
tions. The examinations w-cre on the 7th Sep-
tember last. A fe~w weeks later he went to
work at the Great Boulder mine, and on the
10th November wass stricken with pleurisy, and
hie quickly fell away to a mere shadow. He
was attenided by Dr. Thorne, and later by
Dr. Birmngham, w-ho informed him that he
had dust on the lungs. The manl, although hie
was examined nearly four months ago, received
no notification from the Mines Department as
to his health, and it is quite evident that his
certificate is pigeon-holed with others of the
tubercular category, who immediately on the
receipt of the noic of their withdrawal from
the industry would be entitled to sustenance.
In the meantime the department is not worry-
ing over such a small matter as the cost of
living. The Minister apparently does not con-
cern himself over the fact that this sick man
has a wife, and his dependants have had the
huge sunm of 14 to exist on and buy the neces-
sary nourishing food with since the 10th No-
vember, which works out at Ss. a week.

Iis a very scathing article, but I do not
think that anyone who k-now-s the Premier
would believe it to be true. It caused some
trouble, and members interested in the dis-
trint held a meeting in Boulder on the 24th
January. The Minister for Mines made a
speech. There must have been some differ-
ence of opinlioni as to the position with refer-
ence to the two Acts, the one passed in 1923
and the other in 1025,. According to the
"'Worker" the 7 Iinister made a veryv fine
speeh. and aecordinar to those who were
present. he was well ireceived. He pointed
out certain things and wecnt on to say-

n der she Act as amended the duty of the
Government to fid employment had be~en made
a continuous obligation, and unless such em-
ploYinent w-as found, the ruling rate of irages
must be paid. The Miners' Phithisis Act, as
nrie'innllv framed, provided that nfl man could
conme under it except he was in work when it
was proclaimed last September.
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Then he states that certain things have to
follow-

In New South Wales any payment made
under the Miners' Accident Relief is not
taken into consideration by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and if a miner there receives from
the Accident Fund £2 or £3 per week, the in-
valid pension allowed by the Federal Govern-
ment is not redueed on that account. We are
going to ask the Federal Government that any
compensation fixed under the M-iners' Plithisis
Act should not influenee the amount payable
under the Invalid Pensions Act.

That is the Minister's statement, and a very
wise statement.

They wanted to do this before they could
definitely fix the amount of compensation pay-
able to the man totally incapacitated by T.B.
He would take their views back to Cabinet,
the members of which would see what amount
they would fix. It was only lately that they
had returns from the laboratory showing how
many were affected and the number of T.B.
cases that must be provided for. They had
their inspector interviewing these men.

The Minister further states-
It was necessary to know what they wanted

before they could be dealt with.
They did not know what they wanted. The
Minister went to the fields and found out
what they wanted.

He had before Cabinet a recommendation to
immediately give the T.B. men notice and take
them out of the mines. That would be de-
cided as soon as Cabinet met, together with
the amount of compensation payable to men
who could not work at any employment.

Naturally, after the appearance of this ar-
ticle members representing the goldfields,
and all members possessing any humani-
tarian feelings, would inquire what had hap-
pened to ca use the p ublication of so scath-
ing an article, one showing so little senti-
nent for the Government snupposed to repre-
sent workers.

Mr. Sleemnan: Supposed to represent
workers, you say?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I consider that they
dto rejpresent workers, though from thi s ar-
ticle one would not think they did. it is
an article which gives reason to suspect that
the Government do not represent the work-
ers. If there is any truth in the article,
the suspicion would to that extent be jus-
tified. There should be no necessity for the
aippearance of a far-fetched, double-column
article such as this to bring the Government
up to their duty towards the people, espec-
ially as MJinisters had Acts of Parliament
to supplort them. I ami merely stating what
lhappe-ned according- to the article.

Ar. Sleenain: You. are taking a lot ot
notice of it.

in. G. TAYLORi: I am takingr notice
of the "Worker," whigh is time official organ
of the Governninnt. The Minister for Mines
is reported as saying-

The Bill provided that a 'nan should not
receive less. He had no hesitation in taking
back to Cabinet the accepted views of the
union on the matter, hut he could not make a
decision without consulting the other members
of Cabinet.
On that date, the 24th January, the Goy-
erment, according to the M1inister for-
Mines, who administers this legislation, had
no idea what they wvere prepared to give the
men,. That is according to his own state-
nment, not according to mine or to that of
anybody else. It is according to his state-
nent published in the "Worker."

In answer to questions Mr. Troy stated that
the Crown Solicitor had given his opinion that
''suitable emlyet meant employment
suitable to the man concerned and carrying
reasonable remuner-ation. It did not mean
work at rate of wages he was receiving, but
at reasonable remuneration.
Mr. Troy went there prepared with a
straightforwvard statement to make to these
men, and I agree with what he says.

The awards iii most other industries were
better than those prevailing in the mining in-
dustry.
le "Minister also stated-
The mna need not be afraid they were going

to be put on the Mine Workers' Relief Fund.
The Government would fix the sca-le of relief
at an adequate rate. In answer to further
questions, Mr. Troy said tbat men desiring to
get out of the mining industry by going on the
land, who were not affected by T.E., would
have to take equal chance with others by ap-
lying to the Land Board.

This refers to healthy men, not affected by
tuberculosis or miners' complaint. How-
ever, there was a desire to help people not
able to heip themselves hecause of injury or
sickness.

Compensation payable under the Act would
be paid by the Mtines Department direct, and
not through the Mine Workers' Relief Fund.
When the amount payable to thoem men who
could no longer followv any oecupation was do-
cided upon, the regulation fixing it at that
.amount would be laid on the Table of the
House, and no subsequent Government could
alter it except by a similar procedure or by
an amnendmnent. If any Government wanted
to alter the Bill, they, would alter it in an
anmendingr Bill. He thainked the members for
the welcome extended to him.

And so on. Other niembers spoke. This
wvas a naceting of thme miners' branch of the
A.W.F.. a hJorge, e-nthusiastic and somewhat
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turbulent meeting- which passed the follow-
ing resolution:-

That this union requests thle Government to
fix the basis of payment for those men taken
out of the mines% through having eontracted
TJL, and who cannot follow any occupation,
at the ruling rate of wages, and on the death
of such beneficiary payments for dependants
at-widows £2 10s. [per week, mother or father
£E2 10s. p er week, dependant brother or sister
£2 IQRk per week. :iid 10s. per week for each
child.

It is reported that the motion was carried
unaniniousl 'v AI] this happened onl the
24th *lnntnivi-. Later the Premier went to
Kalgoorlie, and the samne paper reports his
speech there. I do not wish to weary tie
Hlouse, Ir reading the speech. The Premnier
knows what he said there. Mr. Troy came
to Perth with the scale submitted to him.
There was, presumably, the ordinary discus-
sion among Ministers, and thereupon the
LPremuier said he would go- up to Kalgoorlie
the Following week-end and make the posi-
tion clear. The report of the Premier's
speech carries headlinses which show the im-
portance of the subject-

Premier satisfies workers that the 'Miners'
Phlthisis schedule of compensation is the best
in the world. Speech at Boulder lays bare
nenracious propaganda of Nationalist candi-
Antes for Upper Rouse.

The Premier: Striking headlines.
I-ion. G2. TAYLOR: Yes, even more strik-

ing than those I have already described as
scathing.

The Premier: The art of journalism is to
get thle whole article into the headlines.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think the
paper got the whole article into the head-
lines. in this case, because a large proportion
of what the Premier said, or is reported to
have said, though I do not think the
"Worker" would report him as having said
what he did tiot say-

Tht Premier: Certainly not.
Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Not unless the paper

thought he was not putting~ the thing in a
proper light. if the paper thought the Pre-
mnier was tryingr to Pull the wool over the
ees of thle meeting, it would have left the

matter to the Premier.
The Premier: The p)aper would elucidate

points that I left obscure.
Tion. G. TAYLOR : The reports states-
Nfr. Collier, who wras accordedl an enthusi.

astic reception-

Natulrally. The hon. gentleman always got
anl rithititstie reeeption. even before he was
Premier or reached Ministerial rank.

Thev Premier: Before they knew me too
well.

Idon. (G. TAYLOR: They knew the hon.
gentleman then, and they know him just as
well now. I do not wish to try to convey
anything- different. My desire is to state
what occurred at. reported by the "Worker."
We want to know exactly what the position
is. We wvant. to put the matter beyond any
doubt. The Government are anxious to do
their best for the peolple concerned, and we
on this side of the Chamnber also are anxiouts
tut do our Sect for them. Let us settle the
(1ue4ioIl by statute, so that the men will
ktnow what thley% are to receive. Thle tax-
payers of Western Australia will lie only
too) pleased to leamn that we have settled
this question far beyond the reach. of any

Govermentgoing in or coming out, settled
it so that thle mn and their depenidants will
be provided for by statute. The Premier is
reported as having said-

They knew, of conrae, that if a man wna
taken out he would be paid full wages until
snitahie employment was found for hint; but
when he reached the stage that he was no
longer able to work, the question of compen-
sation came in. The Government had decided
hy way of compensation in such cases, to pay
half wages in accordance with the provisions
of the Workers' Compensation Act, and to
wife or widow in accordance with the scale of
the Workers' Compensation Aell of Broken
Hill.

The Premier knows whether that remark wmts
made.

The Government had decided to create a
board upon which the A.W.U. miners' branch
would have representation.

There is nothing wrong with that. The Pre-
mier then proceeds to discuss the difference
between the two Acts, the one known as Mr.
Scaddfin's Act, and the other which during
its passage last year caused a good deal
of confusion in' this House. Anyone reading
those two Acts would have difficulty in
grasping their effect.

The Premier: The people got confused
between the dusted men and the T.B. men.

Hfon. G. TAYQLOR, Yes, and that is the
trouble. There is confusion among the peo-
ple on the fields, and even in my electorate,
n-here there are not too manyr deep mines
and not too many men suffering from dust.
The Premier said. according to the report-

The Labour Government decided to meet the
position and so amended the Act to make it
an obligation to find Work for a man so long
as he was able to do work, or pay him full
wages, and to make provision for his wrifo and
dependants when he passed away.

1425
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Another thing that the Premier said at the
meeting was-

In the course of the amending of the Act,
it was decided that the amount paid to men
no longer able to work should not be less than
the amount paid under the Mine Workers' Re-
lief Fund.

I want to draw the Premier's particular at-
tention to this part, because I do not know
whether hie was correctly reported. The pub-
lished statement continues:-

That was put in as a basis. The Government
knew that it did not compel them to pay that
amount. Never in their minds for on moment
was there auy such intention. Had they put
a higher amiount into thle Bill it was quite pos-
sible that it would not have passed the Legis.
intive Council. Notwithstanding what men say
to-dhyj that Chamber ivouldi lass a higher pay-
ment they lied....

1 do not know whether that was the Pre-
mier's actual statement and that he really
told the people that it was never the inten-
tion of the Government to pay in accor-
dance with the terms of the Mfine Wbirkers'
Relief Fund, but that they intended to pay
a higher rate, thle reason for omitting a
higher sum from the Bill having heen the
fear that it would be thrown out by the
Up per House.

31-r. Sleeman: That House is a great
stumbling. block.

H~on. G. TAYLOR: I do not wish to at-
tack the value of that institution at the pre-
sent stage. The Premier will probably give
us the opportunity later on when we are
dealing with the Bill that is mentioned on
the Notice Paper, Some of the mien who, I
know, always vote Labour in those parts,
construed the Premier's statement to mean
that it had a political significance. They
considered that was the object, because men
who bad engaged in the controversy at the
meeting were at one time within the
Labour movement. baxt at that time wvere
out of it. They were members of the
Upper House and two of them, including the
President, were going uip for election in the
following May, and two direct Labour sup-
porters were opposing them. Labour sup-
porters held that view, and considered that
the references to the rates to be paid had not
much bearing on the amount that would be
actually allowed. There was a good deal of
bitterness shown by the different speakers
because they were thinking of what the Pre-
mier end others had said, considering- it was
done for political purposes to secure the re-
turn of members to the Legislative Council.

Some of the miners were greatly confused
by the position, and this shows how easily
people run away on side issues. They con-
sidered that the reference to the M1ine Work-
ers' Relief Fund was included in the Bill be-
cause.1Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Harris and a few
others who had -been in the Labour move-
went, hut were then out of it, would vote
against the proposal.

Mr. Sleeman:. They evidently knew them.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is what was sug-
gested, and it was also said that the Pre-
mier did not want them to lose their seats.

The Premier: Those two or three members
to whom you refer do not constitute the
whole Legislative Council.

Ron. 0. TAYLOR: That is so.
The Premier: It would be possible for

them to vote for higher amounts and yet the
proposition be lost in the Legislative Coun-
cil.

l71on. 0. TAYLOR: Quite so. I am really
indicating how some of the men construed
the Premier's statements. As a matter of
fact, I am sure, as I told the men, the Legis-
lative Council could be trusted to authorise
greater amnounts than are available to-day.
I do not think the Legislative Council would
attempt to reduce any remuneration sug-
gested to these men, particularly if members
of the 'Upper House have ever visited the
WVooroloo Sanatorium or the old tuberculosis
ward of the Subiaco -branch of the Perth
Hospital. Anyone who has -seen the sufferers
from these diseases would never dream of
cutting down any allowance suggested for
their support. To show how easy it is to
he confused regarding these matters, I would
point out the provisions under what is
known as the Seaddan Act and those of the
measure dealt with last year. The Scaddan
Act, which was the Miners' Phthisis Act of
1922, that was assented to on the 22nd Feb-
ruary, 1923, was amended by the present
Government lest year in order.. as the Gov-
ermnent desired, to make the conditions in-
finitely better for the men concerned. I re-
cognise that that was the Government's ob-
jective, hut I questioned whether they were
quite successful.

The Premier: I think so.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, successful so far

as the Government are concerned from the
standpoint of administration. Decidedly, the
Government are living uip to what they eon-
sidered the amending Act of 1925 gave them

1426
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power to do. Section 8 of the 1923 Act
included the following provisions:-

This section shall apply only within such
districts, and to such mines, or parts of mines,
as are declared from time to time by the Gov-
ernor by Order in Council published in the
''Gazette."1

Section 9 goes on to say-

(1) It shalt be the duty of the Mine Work-
ers' Relief Fund, Incorporated, to keep a re-
gister and on application by any person em-
ployed on, in, or about a mine at the com-
menc-ement of this Act, and whose employ-
ment is prohibited under Section 8 of this
Act, to insert the name of such person in such
register.

Thus the section in the Scaddan Act makes
it obligatory to register and for a register
to be kept of the names. The section pro-
ceeds-

(2) Any person whose employment is pro-
hibited as aforesaid, and whose name is regis-tered in tbe register to be kept by the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund, Incorporated, shall have
the right to receive from the Department of
alines compensation, equal to Ithe ruling rate
of pay in the district in which he was ems-
ployed at the time of such prohibition for the
class of work in which he was engaged, until
other suitable employment is found for and
offered to him by the Department of Mines.

I think the Premier wilt bear me out when
I say that the Government considered that
the use of the word "uintil" was detrimental
to the workers concerned. It conveyed the
impression that if the Government found
employment for a man once, the Government
were then finished with him.

The Premier: There is no question about
that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I believe the Premier
was absolutely correct when be took that
view. It was quite all right when the pro-
vision set out that if the ruling rate of wages
in the district where the man had been work-
ing was £53, hie should receive £5. and so on,
according to whatever rate might prevail.
But there -were so many references to the
Mine Workers' Relief F und that they led
to some conf usion l It was decided to amend
the Act, and how did Parliament do sol
The Miners' Phithisis Act Amendment Act of
1925 contained the following provision in
Section 2-

Section 9 of the principal Act is amended
as follows:-(l) In Subsection (2) the word
''unless'' is substituted for the word ''until,''
in the seventh line. (2) Subsections are in-
serted as follows:-(4a) If the Principal
Medical Officer certifies in writing that a -per-
son whose name is registered is or has become
unable to work at ny suitable employment,

compensation under Subsection (2) shall cease
to be payable, but such person shall be entitled
to receive from the Department of Mines
compensation not less than as prescribed by the
scale of relief in force at the commencement
of this Act under the rules of the Mine Work-
eras' Relief Fund, Incorporated.

I believe that it was the frequent use of the
references to the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund, Incorporated, that led to confusion
regarding men suffering from tuberculosis,
and what are known as "dusted" men. I
think that confusion caused a lot of the
trouble. that followed upon the publication of
the article in the "Sun."

The Premier: The "Sun" did not under-
stand the position. I do not want to say
that the paper deliberately misrepresented it.

Hon. 0. TAYILOR: I do not know; I
merely have the report to go on.

The Pre mier: The Act of last year makes
it a continuing obligation upon the Govern-
ment to find work so long as the men are able
to work and when they cannot work, to pay
them compensation. That was the defect iii
the Scaddan Act,

Ron. G. TAYLOR: The Premier does not
deny the report of his speech in the Kalgoor-
lie "Miner."

The Premier: No, of course not.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have also a copy of

the report of the board of control of the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, Incorporated,
and the statement of accounts for the year
ended 31st January? 1925. Included in the
report is the scale of relief. It sets out that
the relief to guardians shall be as circum-
stances may warrant, and the scale of relief
regarding married couples and widowers is
set out as follow--

Married couple and widowers--2Ss. per week,
plus 5s. for each child under 14 (maximum
allowance £2 5s.). Single men-25s. per week.

The miners of Kalgoorlie knew that the pro-
vision regarding the maximum allowance of
£C2 5s. per week appeared in the Mfine
Workers' Relief Fund scale Of relief, and
they thought they would he treated accord-
inigly and be paid £2 5s. at most. Thus bon.
members will see how so much confusion
arose. I want to know how the Premier has
arrived at the £4l the men are being paid.

The Premier: It is not £4. We are pay-
ing the half rates, and then so much for
each child.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: That is not in accordl.
snep with this report.

The Premier: No.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is where the cdn2'
fusion has arisen. They thought you would
pay on this.

The Premier: We never intended to pay
on that. The Act says it shall not be less.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think Par-
liament intended that you should pay as
much as you like. In this instance the Pre-
mier was safe in going above the mark,
because be knew that no difficulty- would be
created on this side of the House. But I
want to see it placed beyond any Govern-
ment interference. I do not think we are
within our constitutional rights in spending
that money under the provision of "not less
than." The Minister for Mines told the
people in Kalgoorlie he had it from the
Solicitor General that the Govertnent 'were
perfectly within their legal rights in paying
as much more as they liked. But if the
Government can pay more than 25s., could
they not pay anything up to, say, £50 per
week?

The Premier: The Government, of course,
are responsible for their actions.

Hlon. G. TAYLOR: But I want Pailia-
went, not the Government, to be responsible.
Then no Government could go tiddly-wink-
ing with it for political purposes. Suppose
some future Government said to the men,
"We will pay you £6 per week."

Mr. Marshall: The men wouldn't believe
it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, perhaps not. I
have tried to clear up the misunderstanding.
I do not think the Government did know
how much they were paying at all. The
Minister for Mines gave the show away. He
said, "We did not know wvhat you wanted
until I came up. Now that I know what
you want, I will take it to Cabinet."H
took the scale with him, and the Governmen
gave practically the scale submitted.

The Premier: Oh no, that scale was not
adopted.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: However, I am not
quarrelling with what you are giving, for I
should like you to give just as much as the
State can afford. I am sorry the Minister
for Police is not here. There is in a section
of the force a desire that they should have
an appeal hoard uinder an Act of Parlia-
ment similar to that in New South Wales,
a copy of which I have here. It is alleend
that the police force of New South Wales is
a vn fine one and working amricably under
the Act.

The Premier: Everything in New South
Wales is working amicably.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Oh no! Far from
that. I am told the police force in New
South Wales is something for Australia to
be proud of. The Commissioner of Police
in this State in his last report is opposed to
the appeal board, although in his report for
1024 he said this-

'am of opinion that the time is opportune
for the appointment of an appeal board on
similar lines to the one established in New
Souh Wales to deal with appeals regarding
the granting and refusing of promotion to a
rmimber of the force; the imposition of any
punishment where such punishment consists of
the infliction of a fie, suspension, or reduction
in rank or pay, dismissal, discharge of trans-
fer in connection with such punishment. The
board should consist of a stipendiary 'nagis-
trate and two assessors (who should be mem-
bers of the force) one to represent the Corn-
missioner and one to represent the members of
the force. To give effect to this recommenda-
tibn legislation is necessary, and I would urge
it to be dealt with as early as possible. At a
recent conference of police commissioners in
Sydney I went into the subject, and at satis-
fid that the different police associations in
the Commonwealth are desirous of having such
a board, and at the annual conference of mem-
bers of this force, held in August, 1924, a
similar request was made.

That is the recommendation of the Com-
mnissioner of Police in 1924. But in his re-
port for last year he goes back on that and(
is opposed to the appointment of such a
board. Evidently he has some well-founded
reasons for that later attitude.

Mr. Sleeman : He does not want the
appeals.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: In his last report he
said it would be impossible for anybody to
carry on a private business if appointing
men to positions because of long service.

The Premier : You are confusing tw3
separate boards. The first was an appeal
board in respect of offences, and the second
in respect of' promotion.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But the Commissionen-
quoted the New South Wales Act of 1923.

The Premier: Yes, that is where a con-
stable might be fined for any offence, and
has the right of appeal. The second board
referred to is a', appeal board to deal witl,
promotions. They are two different boards.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, for in his report
of 1924 the Commissioner referred to ap-
Peals in respect both of promotion and of
punishment. He does not want an appeal
board now.

Mr. Hughps; Because quite a few appeals
are pending.
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The Premier: The Commissioner in his
last report referred only to an appeal board
in respect of promotions.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The Government
granted a temporary board to deal with
promotions. The Comimissioner in his re-
port said the temporary board was not
successful. On the other hand, the police
say it was thoroughly3 successful.

The Premier: The Commissioner's opposi-
tion now is confined to a board to deal
with promotion.

lon. 1 TAYLOR: That does not alter
my statement. In 1924 the Commissioner
wanted a hoard to deal with both punish-
mients and promotions. lie has since had
a temporary board to deal with promotions.
Evidently it did not suit hima, and so he is
now opposed to t, although perhaps want
ing a board for other purposes.

Mr. Hughes: Most of the appeals that
went before that hoard were successful.

H-on. G. TAYLOR: I have read them all.
I only want to know whether the Minister
for Police intends to meet the wishes of the
force.

Mr. Marshall: How is that board in New
South Wales constituted?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: A judge of the dis-
trict court is chairman. He is appointed
by the Governor for seven years. If any
appellant before the board requires to be
heard by the chairman and two assessors,
s~uch assessors, it is provided, shall be mem-
bers of the police force and sliall be ap-
pointed by the flover-nor for three years.
One of them is nominated by the Inspector
General of Police, and the other is
noniited by the force in the manner pre-
scribed. The member for East Perth
suggests that the temporary appeal board
upheld the men's appeals.

Mr. Marshall: Are you confident that the
word "promotion" was used in the Com-
missioner's report for 1924, when he fav-
oured the appointment of the hoard?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, I have read it
out from a copy of the Comunissioner 's re-
port. It was all published in a Press
controversy.

Mr. 'Marshall: Pardon me for having a
good deal of mistrust of newspaper reports.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: f am not roncerned
about the bon. member's mistrust: I am
taking- the report of the Commissioner as
printed in contradiction of the second re-
port. it woald not have been printed unless
it was acenrate. Both reports are in exist-
enc.e aind it would be easy to ascertain

whether there was any discrepancy. I be-
lieve this ease. was put up by the secretary
of the Police Union of Workers.

Afr. Hughes: lie is not a pressman.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: No. Perhaps the

Premier will consider whether it is neces-
sary to meet the wishes of those men. We
have been accused of doing a good deal of
propaganda work. As the Minister for
Railways is not in his seat, I should like to
know from the Premier the view of the
Governmnent regarding the motion for long
service leave moved in this House three
years a go. AcLcording to "Hansard" of
the 19th September, 1923, tile member for
Geraldtoni (Mr. Willcoek), now Minister
for Railways, moved a motion in favour of
long service leave for the wages staff, and]
I should like to know whether it was moved
for propaganda purposes. A few months
after the motion wd-ss debated we went to
the country, and Labour won the election,
doubtless as the result of their good work
in Opposition and their wonderful propa-
ganda work throughout the country. They
were evidently able to convince the people
that they were the proper men to take con-
trol of the Government.

Mr. Marshall: They had not a very-ifi

cult task.
H~on. 0. TAYLOR: I am not saying any-

thing about that. I am afraid the member
for Murehison (MAr. Marshall) is rather a
load for the Premier to carry. If his
actions in the country are anything like his
actions in this House, the Premier ins
certainly a load to carry.

Mr. Teesdale interjected.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for Roe-

bourne (Mr. Teesdale) evidently does not
know the member for Murchison well. Re-
cently I came across a man who had known
him for years and he was talking of the re-
peated interjections made by the member for
Murchison. "I suppose he cannot help it,"
suggested a thirrd party. "No," said the
other man, "how can hie help it? He was
vaccinated with a gramophone neede.". Of
Couirse I cannot say whether that is true,

Mfr. Thomson: It is a good old chestnut.
Hon. 0. TAYLOR Three years ago the

miemaber for Geraldtoa moved-
That in the opinion of the House the long

service leave conditions applying to the salaried
staff of Government employees should also ap-
ply to the wages staff.
In the course of his remarks be said-

1 cannot see why a privilege should be
granted to one section of the employees and
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denied to the other, who perform equally faith-
ful service. My request is no new thing. I
have here a list of the conditions existing in
the other States.
Then he went on to refer to Queensland.

Air. Sleeman: Was not that motion lost on
your casting vote?

lion. G. TAYLOR: No.
Mr. Steeman: Was it carried?
Ron. G. TAYLOR: Whichever wvay I

east my vote while I was in the Speaker's
Chair, it was certainly cast in the right way.

Mr. Sleeman: What you thought right.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: It was cast according

to Parliamentary practice and procedure. 1
did not worry whether it was favourauble to
or oppJosed to the question tinder considera-
tion. Now that the Government, of which
the member for Geraldtdn is a member, are
in power, I want to know whether he has
shown any earnest during his 21/. years'
occupancy of his Ministerial position to
carry out what he three years ago thought
was a proper thing for the wages staff of
the railways.

Mir. A. Wn~shrough: Would you be dis-
appointed if he brought it into operation to-
day I

Hon. U. TAYLOR: That is beside the
question. I do not knowv whether I would
really be justified in supporting such a pro-
position after the way in which we were
treated at the last election, but members op-
posite would be able to carry it without;
looking for my assistance. If it came to a
question of giving the workers a helping
hand, I would follow the line of conduct
I have adopted throughout the last 40 years,
before members opposite knew anything at
all about the Labour movement.

Air. Sleeman: Is that propaganda work?
Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is interesting to

hear that political fledgling. Not long ago
a flood came and, owing to a bridge being
carried away, the hon. member's constituency
was cut off from the rest of the people.

Mr. Sleeman: What cut you off from this
side of the House?

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Fre-
mantle must keep order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Let sleeping dogs lie.
If I started to give the lion. member the
reasons why Labour kicked me out, he would
blush.

iIr. Sleeman: I am prepared to hear
them.

Mr. Lindsay: He could not blush.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: The bon. member

would be well advised to let it slide. I can

justify my position, and have always been
able to do so. I have never done anything
of which I have reason to be ashamed. It
is useless for the hon. member to try to irri-
tate me in that wvay, and 1 do not want
the hon. member, who has been iii the public
life of this country for about five minutes,
to attempt to tell me, who have been in this
House 26 years, wyhat 1 should do. ]. have
stood the storm and stress of every wind
that has blown during all those years; I have
faced propaganda work from end to end
of this State and have withstood it.

Air. Sleeman; You were blown away once.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If I do go down at
the next election I shall go down with my)
flag waving high and my face to the foe.
I hanve put up too many good stunts for the
workers, not only in this State but in
Queensland, to be frightened by anything
the lion, member might say of me to-day.

Mr. Sleeman: "Them was the days !"

Hon. 6. TAYLOR: My record speaks for
itself; it is a record the like of which the
member for Fremnantle will never be able
to achieve. I am capable of doing more for
the country, and the people would trust me
to do more than they would trust the hon.
member to do. I wish to ask the Premier
whether there is any possible chance of the
Minister for Railways keeping faith with
the railway workers in respect of the motion
hie tabled.

The Premier: I will consult the Minister.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: I shall consult him,
too, after the Premier's consultation.

The Premier: With our combined efforts,
wec should be able to do something.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, if it is no more
than to sustain the member for Fremantle.

[Mir. Lutey took the Chair.]

MR. ANlGELO (Gascoyne) [9.551: Last
Friday some large posters announcing the
contents of the "Westrali an Worker" were
placarded all over the city. The first and
chief announcement on the posters read as
follows:-

Mr. Collier gives Westralia its first surplus
foi 15 years.
I should like to know whether the Premier
kept anything back when be delivered his
Budget speech fortnight ago. Tf my re-
collection is correct, he told us that last
year's operations had ended in a loss qf
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t99,OOIJ. Howv, then, could he have given
Western Australia its first surplus for- 15
Years'

The Premier: if you had read the article,
1 think you would have found it stated that
hie gives Western Australia its first surplus
this year.

3l1r. ANGELO: I was dealing merely with
the heading on the poster. I may tell the
Premier that ] went to the Parliamentary
reading room to see tie article, but found
that thle first page had been cut out of the
pa per.

The Pricaei-I: It is. a much read paier.
Mr. ANGELO; Ini view of that statement

by the "Worker" did the Premier keep any-
thing bac; when delivering his Budget, or
wvas the poster heading merelv Otte of L e
usual misleading, evye-arresting. statement-
that this seetion of the Press likes to milk-,
a few~ months before an election?

MrIt. I anmond : You do not miss m,nu't.
Alr. ANGELO: I should like to learn at

few points front the other side. I under-
stand there was a fine cartoon in that
paper.

Mr. Sleeman: There was, a few weeks ago.
Mr. AINGELO: The cartoon depicted the

Premier in the role of a housekeeper and I
considered it anything but flattering.

The Premier: I have a grievance against
that cartoon.

Mfr. ANGELO: It depicted the Premier
wvith a great broom in his hand sweeping
out a couple of wild cats, one of which was
branded "High Taxation" and the other
'Deficit." It went on to say that the Pre-
'tier, iii doing so, had attained his object.

T consider the cartoon wars correct tip to a
crtain point, butl it would have been more
omplete had a note been added to the cited

that the broom had b'een supplied by' the
'Nationalist Government. Even the money
that enabled tile Premier to sw-eet) thow
wvild eats nuat of the room camen from I hr
Nationalist Cioverninent.

The Premier: -Which moneyv?
Mr. ANGELO: The special ran from

line Federal Government,
The Premier: Does the hon. member kacw;

so little of the position as to say that the
deficit was affected by the g-rants from the
redet-al Government?

Vr. ANGELO: It was.
T16e Premier: Does the hon. member know

that the deficit has nothing to do with the
!rr-nnts?

M1r. ANGELO: i know that special grants
have been made for road construction and
other purposes that have enabled the rail-
ways and other activities to earn more nmey
and have placed our finances iii the position
in which we find them to-day. We have not
Vet got a surplus.

The Premier: I do not say that we have.
Mr. ANGELO: The cartoon says that we

have.
The Premier: 1 hope you are not Jealous,

that wc are likely to Let a Surplus.
MrIt. ANGELO: Not at :il!.
Thle Premnier: You Seem disappointed at

the prospect of our getting a surplus.
Mr. ANGELO: I am not.
The Premier: I rather think you are.
Mr. ANGELO: I realise that the Premier

is thle housemaid using the broom that was
supplied by the previous Government.

The P'remier: I hope you would rather
ilsee at deficit for political reasons.
Air. ANGELO: The Premier, iii delivering

the Budget speech, departed from the usual
course and did not touch upon departmental
netivities. That, of course, curtails the op-
portunity for lne'niers to contribute to the
genleral debate.

The Premier: It does no such tliiuw.
Air. ANGELO: I realise that wve Shall

have opportunities later onl, hot T wvas re-
ferring to our opportunities during thle gen'-
eral debatte. FlrorP" thle Premier did not
dfel wi th tlie quheslion of the trans-
fer of the North-West. Hle explained
that the North-West would .forn the
subject of a special debate later on.
I aun sure that all members from the North-
West w'ill look forward to that debate. The
miember for Ratanning congratulated the
Premier on having reached his 21st political
birthday. Every member wilt endorse hig
rood wishes. An old proverb says, "It is
better to be born lucky than rich." The Pre-
mier has much to be thankful for, not so
much on having reached his 21st political
birthday, as on having taken over the reini
of office when he did about two years ago.

The Premier: Wonderful!
Ilf- ANGELO: He certainly was born

with a silver spoon in his mouth when he
began life as the Premier. We often bear of
farmers and miners who go out into unknown
parts to take up land and try to develop a
mine. We have heard of origial pioneers
who hare Spent years of their lives in an en-
deavour to make a farm or develop a mine,
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hut unfortunately, mainly through no fault
of their own, they have reaped no benefit
from their efforts. Through some cause they
have been unable to complete the task, but
a stranger may come along and reap the
whole of the benefits of the work of the
others.

The Premier: I think in my public life in
this State I have done as much in the way
of building it up and developing it as most
men.

Mr. ANGELO: Quite so, but I was refer-
ring to recent years.

The Premier: Long years, too, before the
hon. member entered Parliament.

Mir. ANGELO: The Mitchell Government
took office in May, 1919, at the peak of the
State's deficits. The deficit had then reached
nearly three-quarters of a million per an-
num. The war was just over. Peace had not
been signed when the Mitchell Government
assumed office. Out of our population of
310,000 odd, 32,231 of our men loft the State,
and only 23,000 returned. At -the time the
Mitchell Government took office these men
had not returned.

The Minister for Lands: M'ost of themi
returnied in 191O.

Mr. ANG WLO: The iwar was oniyv just
over then.

The Minister for Lands: It was over in
1918.

Mr. ANGELO: Peace had not been de-
clared.

The Minister for Lands: They were here
long before peace was signed.

M.Nr. ANGELO,: They had been away for
the previous ive years. Ten per cent, of the
population of the State had left to go to the
wvar. If we deduct the women and children
and the aged men it will he seen that pro-
bably 50 per cent. of the working manhood of
the State were away during the war. Is it not
to be expected that matters could only be in
a very unsatisfactory state? We also know
that when these men returned a great num-
ber took some time before they could settle
down to the old conditions. When the Mitchbell
Government took office the railways were not
earning anything like what they earn to-
day. There was not the production to keep
them employed. Members also know that
the interest rates were abnormally high. The
interest paid on loans or even on overdrafts
for the Treasurer were considerably higher
than they are to-day, going up to as high
as 61/ per cent.

The Minister for Lands: At the time the
Leader of the Opposition took over he was
getting money at £5 s. 3d.

Mr. ANGELO: The price of all commodi-
ties and requirements for public works had
risen considerably, necessitating higher wages
than had previously been paid.

The Premier: Wages are higher to-day
than they have ever been in Western Aus-
tralia.

11r. ANGELO:- The same could be said of
the revenue. The increase in wages caknnot
be compared with the small increase in
revenue. During the term of the Mit-
chell Government the average wage of the
railway men was increased by £58 per an-
num2 and our civil servants by nearly £60.
The, revenue for the year after the Mitchell
Government took office, in 1920, was only
£658,006 higher than it was for the last pre-
war year, but the expenditure, owing to the
abnormal conditions and the added rate
of interest, increased by £1,190,000 as be-
tween the last pvc-wvar year and the year re-
ferred to. This means that the Treas-
urer had to find, '£E530,000 more than
was necessary in the pce-war year. These
are facts we must not forget. When the
Leader of the Opposition becamie Premier he
had associated with him two or three mem-
bers of his own party and three Ministers
from the Country Party. The Cabinet of
that day realised the great difficulties ahead.
They fully understood that taxation could
not be raised to any appreciable extent, and
set themselves out to increase production.

The Premier: I suppose the lion, member
has not forgotten that taxation was consider-
ably increased.

Mir. ANGELO: It could not have been
considerably increased.

The Premier: When the hon. member
makes such 'a statement he should prove that
he knows what he is talking about. Taxation
was raised from 2s. 6a. to 4s. 6d. in the
pound.

Mr. ANGELO: It was not increased to
any appreciable extent.

The Premier: I suppose 2s. in the pound
is not an appreciable increase.

Mr. ANGELO: It was impossible to in-
crease it to such an extent as to wipe out
existing deficits.

The Premier: You should not make mnis-
leading statements to the effect that taxation
was not increased to any appreciable extent,
when, as a fact, it was nearly doubled.
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Mr. ANGELO: The Government of the
day realised that the only hope of squaring
the ledger was by increasing production.

The Premier: Aind by increasing taxation.
Air. ANGELO: That was done to a lesser

extent.
The Premier: Be fair and admit a fact.

I am only stating a fact. Does the lion, mem-
ber wish to deny it?

Mr. ANGELO: No, hut I know that the
Government of the day realised, and the Pre-
mier agrees with it, that an increase in tax-
ation alone would never have wiped out the
deficit. This had to he done in the way the
Mitchell Government acted, namely, by in-
creasing production to the utmost possible
capacity.

The Premier: Of course!
Mr. ANGELO: In that way the freight

on the railways was increased, and increased
revenue was derived from our harbours and
other Government utilities. The Premier of
the day and his colleagues realised the neces-
sity for increasing our wheat production and
of establishing group settlements and de-
veloping the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: There has not
been much revenue from group settlements.

Mr. ANGELO: Not yet, but the Minister
must not forget that although there is not
much return from group settlements up to
date, the establishment of groups has cer-
tainly increased the earnings of the railways.

The Minister for iLands: Not since we
halve been here.

Mr. ANGELO: The railways certainly
have been busy all the time transporting
these people and their implements to the
groups. Every settler occasions some traffic.
The expenditure of loan money must in-
crease the earnings of our Government utili-
ties. 'However, as I have said, development
was undertaken in every direction with the
object of increasing the earnings of public
utilities, particularly railways and harbours.
Tt took a year or two before the results of
these new activities made themselves felt in
the finances of the State: but after three
years' operations, that is to say in 10l21.
the Treasurer was able to announce a reduc-
tion of no less than £327,000 as comnared
with the deficit for the previous year.
That. we must all agre, was indeed a laud-
able nehievement. It was followed by a
further reduction of £176,000 in the succeed-
iv- year. which wag the Year when the nre-
cPnt Glovernment took office. durine Jilne.

However, the present Government had been
in office only a month or so when the ac-
counts for the year wvere closed; so that the
last Government can certainly take credit
for at least 90 per cent. of that most satis-
factory second reduction. The Treasurer of
that period, Sir James Mitchell, forecasted
(hat the reduction would take place.

The Premier: That year's finance belonged
to that Government.

Mr. ANGELO: Then we must acknow-
ledge that the late Premier within his com-
paratively short term of office reduced the
deficit from nearly three-quarters of a
million to about one-quarter of a million.
This was done ii, spite of all the handicaps
which the last Government encountered when
taking oflee. The present Leader of the
Opposition, when Premier, indicated that
the policy he had in view would mean that
in the following year, wvhich is the last finan-
cial -year, the deficit wvould entirely disap-
pear. Last year, however, we had a deficit
of £58,000, and this year we have one of
£99.000. Still, I must acknowledge that
these figures represent a great improve-
mieat on what obtained before the previous
Government took office. The previous Gov-
ernment achieved their results without many
of the great advantages which the present
Government enjoy.

The Premier: What are those advantages?
Mr. ANGELO: The present Government

camne in on the flood tide of prosperity
caused to a large extent by the activities and
policy of the previous Government. We
all know that production has materially in-
creased. Our railways are much more fully
employed now than they were five years ago.
Our harbours have beer, crowded, and our
shipping has increased considerably More-
over, money has hecome much cheaper.

The Premier: How mnuch?
Mr. ANGELO: Considerably.
The Premier: How much-
Isr. ANGELO: At least 1% per cent.
The Premier: The hon. member does not

know what he is talking about.
Mr. ANGELO: I can assure the Pre-

rie---
The Premier: An ex-banker talking such

nibbish. One and a quarter per cent!
Air. ANGELO: We know that the late

Treasurer was paving 61/ per cent., and we
also know that the present Treasurer can get
money at 5 per cent. if lhe will accept it.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
some thin-es that I do not know. He may
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be a genius in finance. I know 1 am not
getting money at 5 per cent.

Eon. Sir James Mitchell: You are getting
some at 1 per cent.

Mr. ANG ELO: Yes.
The M.Ainister for Lands: That money at

1 per cent, has to he used for a certain pur-
pose, and there is no immediate return from
it.

Mr. ANGELO: But it all helps to in-
crease the earning capacity of the public
utilities.

The M1inister for ILands: My chief official
says he is doubtful whether that money is
really cheap,

Mir. ANGELO: The Treasurer has had
the advantage of increased taxation which
was introduced by the previous Government.

The Premier: Have I bud increased taxa-
tion in comparison with the previous Gov-
ernment?

Mir. ANGELO: The Treasurer got more
revenue from, taxation last year than the
previous year.

The Premier: Surely the hon. member is
not so stupid as that!

M)r. ANGELO- There has been increased
land tax.

The Premier: It is useless to argue with
a man who does niot know what he is talking
about.

Mr. ANGELO: Members know that the
position is; as I state.

The Premier: Either the hon. member is
fearfully stupid or he is making a wilful
misstatement

MI Fr. ANGELO: On the Premier's own
figures 1 say that the position is as I have
stated.

The Premier: Confine yourself to the
truth. It is a shocking thing when a member
makes a deliberate misstatement over and
over again in this Chamber.

Hon. Sir James Mfitchiell:- We know that
taxation is now much heavier.

The CUTATEMVAN: Order!
Mr. ANGELO: I ask for a. withdrawal of

the statement that I have made a deliberate
misstatement.

The Premier: I withdraw that remark,
Air. Lutey, and I will say that the hon.
member's statement is wholly incorrect, if
not deliberately.

M-r. ANGELO: ILet me prove what I
have said. Hern are the Premier's own
figyurce. In 1024-25 hie received from land
tax 013,1%7 as aginst-

The Premier: The hon. member does not
know any more about figures than does a
blaekfellow.

Mr. A-NGELO: The Premier received that
amount as against £79,983 collected in 1923,
when the Leader of the Opposition was in
ollice. Prom income tax the previous Guov-
emninent received £890,000 as against
£5166,000 obtained by the present Govern-
wnent.

The Minister for Lands: Those totals do
riot Inean increases in taxation.

The Prewier: The hon. member does not
mnderstand that.

Mr. ANGELO: But those are the Pie-
Inier's ow n figures of revenue.

The Minister for Lands: But those figures
do not mean. increase iii taxation.

Mr. Davy: They mean increase in re-
venue received, though.

The Premier: lBnt the han. mnemher has
been speaking of increased taxation all the
time.

Mr. ANGELO: Members know perfectly
well that 1 am 'referring to taxation revenue.
Taking the total received from land tax, in-
conic tax, dividend duty, totati-sator tax,
stamp duty and licenses, I find that the late
Government received £987,000 odd for 1923
ais against £1,224,000 odd received by the
present Government for the year just closed.

The Minister for Lands: That is because
the present Government have increased the
value of land and caused more business.

The CHAIR-MAN: Order!
Mr., ANGELO: I think those figures

should convince everyone that I have not
made a gross misstatement. I have sub-
stantiated niy contention by reading from
the Premier's Budget Speech as printed in
"Hansard."

The Premier: Your trouble is that you do
not understand the figures.

Mr. ANGELO: The present Government
have another little nest egg of £50,000 from
sandalwood. That amount is the result of an
Act passed by the previous Government.
Again, there is interest charged against pub-
lic works under construction. Of that the
r-rexins G'overnment never had the bene-
lit. On top of all these things, the present
Government get a most bountiful rainfall.

The Premier: Yon seem dreadfully dis-
appointed over the whole situation.

Mr. ANGELO: No. I am deligh ted with
it.

Thre Premier: Yon are disappointed.
Mr. ANGELO: All I wish is that the pre-

sent Premier should say, "We are doing
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well, and I have done my share, but I must
give a certain amount of the credit to the
previous Government, who made these re-
sults possible.''

The Premier: Did I notl
Mr. ANGELO: The Premier might have

admitted that the former Government made
that result possible.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! While the
inerber for Gascoyne is speaking I must
ask members to cease interjecting.

The Premier: Did I deny that that was
So?

The CHAIRM2NAN: Order!
The Premier: Try to be fair.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier might have
been more emphatic about the point.

The Premier: More emphatic!
The CHAIRMAN: Order! This conversa-

tion across the floor of the House must
cease.

MIr. ANGELO: I mun not taking part in
a conversation.

The CHAIRMAIN: That is so; the inter-
jeetions must cease.

Mr. ANGELO: We have had references
to the special grants the Premier is about to
collect. I claim that those grants are wholly
due to the past Government. Some time ago
the Leader of the Opposition started to
complain to the Federal Governmuent respect-
ing the unfavourable treatment meted out to
Western Australia. He set the then Under
Treasurer, Mr. Owen, at work on a special
inquiry to ascertain just how Federation had
affected Western Australia financially. I
consider it was owing to Mr. Owen's report
that the ball was started rolling, with the re-
sult that the Federal Royal Commission to
inquire into the disabilities of Western Aus-
tralia was appointed and the subsequent re-
conmmendations for special grants were fur-
nished to the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Lands: And are we not
to collect them?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I want these
interjections to cease.

Mr. ANGELO : Then, again, we are
enjoying considerable benefits arising from
the agreement made with the Imperial au-
thorities. It must be acknowledged that that,
too, is due to the work of the Leader of the
Opposition when he was Premier. When he
went to England he dealt with that matter
and fixed an agreement. Some people sug-
gest that he should have made a better one
and, in fact, better agreements were made
subsequently. It should he borne in mind
however, that there must always be a corn-

mencement and the good work the then Pre-
mier did in securing the first agreement was
the commencement of the new era of migra-
tion and development that the present Gov-
erment, I am pleased to say, are carrying
on. It has resulted in the increased pros-
perity of the State.

MAr. Davy: The fact that a better aero-
plane is built does not alter the fact that
the aeroplane was first invented by someone
else.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, please I
Mr. ANGELO: The Premier told us that

the £560,000 of Federal money that he will
receive, is to be allocated as follows:-
£200,000 to the deficit, £165,000 to the as-
sistance of the mining industry, and £200,-
000 as relief from taxation. We are all
pleased, indeed, that the Premier decided to
-allocate the money in that way. At the same
time, looking at the financial aspect, I do not
know whether it was quite wise to devote
the whole of the £C200,000 to the reduction of
taxation. It is estimated that the revenue
for the financial year will amount to £9,791,
000, and the Premier estimates a surplus of
only £:10,000. That is barely one per
cent.! It is easy for some little thing
to miscarry, and for the expected £10,000
surplus to disappear. In that event, we shall
again be faced with a deficit. We are too
close to the balancing line to make such a
drastic reduction in taxation as 331/ per
cent. Had I been the Premier I would have
declared a 15 per cent. reduction straight
away, and placed an amount equalling an-
other 15 per cent. in a suspense account
to be used as a rebate if the year's transac-
tions turned out satisfactorily. Every mem-
ber of the Committee would regret exceed-
ingly if a deficit were experienced at the
end of the current financial year.

Mr. Thomson: It is impossible; there
could not be a deficit.

MrI. ANGELO: I am of that opinion,
too.

31r. A. Wansbrough: And that is what
you know about it, too.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Hen.
members must keep order when they are
asked to do so.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier would have
been justified in retaining half of the reduc-
tion he proposes until he saw how the
year's transactions Panned out. If he re-
tained 15 per cent. and anything untoward
happened. it would form a contribution
towards wiping out or reducing the pos-
sible deficit. Now he has the Promise of
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a good harvest. That will mean a tremend-
ous increase in railway freights and harbour
revenue. I hope, therefore, that there need
be no thought of a deficit and that the Pre-
luier's reduction of 33k per cent. wfi
he warranted. But there is another point.
As indicated in the cartoon I have referred
to, the reduction of 33 per cent. in taxa-
tion was made possible by the Federal grant,
given to us by a National Government.

Mr. Lindsay: The Federal Country Party
are concerned in the Government too.

Mr. ANGELO: It was the coalescing of
the Country Party and the National Party
that enabled the Premier to come up smiling.
When members sitting on the Government
side of the House consider the position, they
should not take the credit to themselves that
their official organ "The Worker" is extend-
ing to the Labour Government. "The
Worker" has published the statement that
the Labour Government gave the people the
reduction of 33 / per cent. in taxation, but
-when we are considering the position, do
not let us forget that the money enabling
that to be done came from a Government
comprised of Nationalists and Country
Party members.

"Mr. Lindsay: That is better.
Mr. ANGELO0: It is the irony of fate

that the Labour P-remnwr is able to use the
broom with which to Sweep out the wild
cats of high taxation and of deficits.

The Premier: Of course, we did not do
anything at ail! You can have the lot! So
long as J can square the ledger, that is all
I care about.

Mr. Davy: But the Premier would not
make those extravagant claims for himself,
such as ''The W7orker"~ did.

The Premier: Of course I would not.

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! This con-
versation must cease!

M1r, ANGELO: T was sur-prised to hecar
the Premier say that the Federal Govern-
mient were keeping hock £1-50,000 of the
special grant because of the position re-
garding the Northi-West. Fromn what T
could gather from the Premier's statement,
the Federal Government have retained that
money in the hope of taking over the nortih-
ern parts; of the State. One would think
that the Federal Gouverment would allow
us to draw that money and not retain
it until such time as the North-
West was handed over once and for all.
I hope the Premier is pointing out to them

that it is the wrong way to do it. I thin]
the Premier said the other night he wa
taking credit month by month on aceoun
of the £505,000 Federal grant. I should lik
to know if, on the other hand, he is makini
any debit month by month for the £160,001
grant to encourage mining, add the mone,
that is going to the reduction of the deficit
Perhaps hie will tell us that later on. Then
is no Vote for the North-West Departmeni
this year, the department having been abol
ished. I ani not a bit surprised at the aboh
tion of that department. Some years ago
when I was in favour of establishing thal
department, I made it clear that whatI
thought was necessary was a Minister foi
the N'orth-West who would spend five 01
six months in every year in the North-Wesi
making himself personally acquainted wial
all its conditions and requirements an
would then come down here to attend Par-
liament and advise his colleague as to what
the North-West required. I suggested h
should have some small discretionary limit
that would enable him, if hie saw some little
necessary work, to have it done but that on
all bigger issues he should report to Cabinet.
At that time I considered all that was neces-
sary in the way of staff would be one officer
just to look after the Minister's correspon-
dence and keep the office open whilst he was
sway. Actually what we wanted was an
advisory department rather than an execu-
tive department; so that when it was de-
cided that a bridge should be built on the
recommendation of the Minister for the
North-West, Cabinet would instruct the Pub-
lie Works Department to get on with the
work; or if a school was to be opened, the
Education Department would be advised and
would send up a teacher. Instead of that,
after the department was established a little
time a statf was built up and almost a duOi
administration created. I told my fellow-
members from the North-West -when I heard
of additional appointments to the staff,
"That is the end of the North- West
-Department, for we can never agree
to having two administrations in one State."1

Bunt although the department has been abol-
ished I hope the Premier-if we are to con-
tinue to hold the North-West-will appoint
a Minister for the North-West, and let him
devote his whole time to the one job.

Mr. Coverley: And let him bei appointed
from the Assembly.

Mr. ANGELO: Oh certainly, I agree with
that.
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The Premier: I am open to receive an
)fer.

Air. ANGELO: The Premier can depend
in my support if he seeks to amend the Con-
;titution to enable him to have another Mini-
ster, or even two, provided that one is to
nok after the North-West. We want a Min-
ster for the North-West exclusively, one who
viii travel through the North, acquire know-
edge of the North, and look after the North.-
Jf course, if we hand over the North to the
Zommoawealth, the appointment of such a
finister will not be necessary.

Mr. A. Wanabrough: Are you in favour of
ianding over the North?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but not on the con-
litions proposed by the Federal Government.

ram glad the Premier and others re-
ognise that the interest taken in West-
irn Australia by the Eastern States
s being greatly enhanced. When visit-
ng the East, I have noticed that people
Ire becoming increasingly interested in
his State. The publication of that little
)amphlet entitled "The States Activities" is
ibig factor in making the State known. I
et a dozen copies of each issue and send them,

once to the Eastern States and some to Eng-
and, and in consequence I get many inquiries
'or further information. It is the duty of
very Minister, every member of Parliament,
and indeed veryeitizen, whenbe goes abroad,
o act as ambassador for the State. We can-
iot do too much to bring before outsiders
he great possibilities of Western Australia.

tcannot he long before our wheat export
'ill be larger than that of any other State
n the Commonwealth, and within 15 or 20
ears we should be exporting more wheat
ban all the other States together. I only
ope that our other productions will increase
a like manner.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.38 p~n

tegielatine Council.
Tuesday, 19th October, 1926.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.
1, Inspection of Scaffolding Act Anxnd-

went.

2, Justices Act Amendment.
Returned to Assembly with an amendment.

3, Broome fLoan Validation.
Passed.

BILL-NAVIGATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the "ssembly and read a
firist timle.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Beading.

Debate resumed from the 13th October.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.39] : I have pleasure in econe ni

ulating the Government on ha vini- recognisedl
the necessity' for taking the very implortanut
stel, of reducing- the income tax. A reduc-
tion of :33A per cent, is a substantial one that
u1zust hav-e an advantageous effect on finan-
cial arrangements in this St*ate, particularly
as it follows the abolition of the 15 per cent.
super tax that hitherto "'as imposed. A
great deal of harm has been done to Western
Australia on account of the maximum rat2
of tax charged on high incomies. 1 happen
tom he in a Position to know that it has led


